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The WHAT of my research interests/activity The HOW of my research and/or research interests 

Educational context SFL focus Aims/ 
concerns 

Description of Research 
approach/ 

methodologies 

Data sets Potential complementary 
methodologies/research 

partnerships 
Sally Humphrey 

o Literacy: writing in Middle 
years; students from low 
socio-economic; 
linguistically diverse 
backgrounds 

o School/ tertiary 
disciplines: geography, 
biology, Applied 
Linguistics. 

o transition to senior 
studies 

Pathways from 
Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across all 
meta-functions 

 

 

Teachers professional 
learning: linguistic 
knowledge and use of 
metalanguage in 
specific disciplines– 
impact on writing 
development 

 

o Design based ?????? 
(still learning about it) 

o Case studies – 2x 
whole school 
collaborative 
investigations, 
including 2x single 
longitudinal case 
studies of individual 
teachers – 

o Use of teaching 
learning cycle and 4x4 
metalanguage toolkit  
(metafunction and 
strata based) 

o Standardised literacy test 
records, including growth data 
(NAPLAN) over 3 years for 
90+ students in 2 schools Yr 
7-9.  

o Pre and post intervention 
written persuasive texts for 
200 students 

o 5 x 20 written texts of 
individual students over 3 
years in English (persuasion, 
response, narrative) 

o Recorded video lesson (pre 
and post intervention) – 
English, Social Science, 
Science.  

o Corpus – focus on 
development of 
particular linguistic 
patterns in writing and 
classroom discourse 

o Work with a statistician 
who understood SFL 
theory and educational  

o How to use 4x4 
framework as research 
tool for quantitative 
analysis  

Kristina Love 
 
Teachers’ KAL and its 
impact on student writing in 
Subject English in Australia 

o The semiotic demands of 
senior School Science 
and Maths 

 
 
 
 

 
Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across all 
meta-functions 
 
 
 
 
 

To generate an 
evidence base roust 
enough to convince 
policy makers to 
adequately resource 
teachers’ professional 
learning and use of 
metalanguage 

o Case studies tracking 
teacher growth in 
metalinguistic 
confidence and 
application as a result 
of 3 yr PL 
‘intervention’  

o Discourse analysis of 
approx. 1,000 
samples of student 
writing before and 
after ‘intervention’ with 
teachers 

o Survey of Australian 
teachers to gain a 
National snapshot of  
beliefs, confidence in 

o Teacher interviews and 
curriculum planning 
documents analysed to track 
changes in use of 
metalinguistic terminology 

o Pre and post intervention 
narrative, persuasive and 
response texts for 1,000 
students across Years 3-10 

o Quantitative (Likert Scale) and 
Qualitative (open-ended 
questions) analysis of 373 
valid responses, with cross 
tabulations. 

o a meta-analysis of 
international data 

o  charting key linguistic 
growth points in 
narrative, persuasive 
and response writing 
that is accessible to 
teachers.  

o the design of 
transposable, valid 
evaluations of teacher 
KAL 
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and needs re KAL.  

Mette Vedsgaard 
Christensen  
 
Teacher students’ ideas 
and conceptions about 
language, grammar and 
pedagogy in the mother 
tongue subject 

Lexico-grammar, 
Language theory 
and language 
pedagogy 

relation between 
language theory & 
language pedagogy  

o Action research 

 

 

 

 

 

o Semi structured group 
interviews (pre- and post-). 
Pre- and post- intervention 
texts from   

 

the role of language 
theory and meta-
language in language 
pedagogy.  

Literacy: Writing and 
written teacher feed-back 
throughout year 7 
 

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across 
meta-functions 
 

writing pedagogies/ 
scaffolding 
interventions. 

 

 

o Action research 

 

Pre-intervention texts samples 
including teacher feedback 
gathered throughout half a school 
year and pre-and post-
intervention texts (news articles) 

 

design of a “semi-
longtitudinal” study of 
writing pedagogy; the 
“what”, “why” and “how” of 
writing in school. 

 
Literacy in year 2 and 3 
 

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across all 
metafunctions 
 

Studying the effect of 
an at-home literacy 
intervention in pupils 
reading and writing 
skills 

Experimental study, 
Randomized controlled 
study with approximately 
3000 pupils from year 2 
and 3. 

Pre- and post-intervention 
texts (narratives) from 
intervention and control-
groups. Texts from both 
groups are coded manually. 
Data from national reading 
tests. 

how to design a new 
intervention (e.g. a 
follow-up study 
including the same 
pupils). / how to 
translate the codings of 
texts in the database 
into a pedagogical tool 
for teachers to evaluate 
and track writing 
development in the 
early years 

      
Honglin Chen 

Teachers’ knowledge 
about language; talk about 
writing and its relationship 
to writing;  
 

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across 
meta-functions 

To develop a theoretical 
framework to 
conceptualise 
metalinguistic 
development 

Qualitative study; 
participatory research; 
case studies;  

Questionnaires; focus group 
interviews; classroom 
observations; students’ 
sample texts; writing 
conversation; 

Longitudinal study of 
metalinguistic 
development;  

Cassi Liardet  Discourse 
semantics to lexico- Supporting university • Longitudinal 

Corpus (MQLLC) to 
~600 learner texts • Corpus – ongoing 

development and 
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Academic Literacy, 
focussed on tertiary level 
“Academic 
Communication” genre-
based curriculum.  

University student 
development of academic 
literacy across uni 
enrolment (longitudinal 
corpus in development). 

 

grammar across 
meta-functions  

learners in their 
development of 
academic & 
professional discourse 

examine learner 
development within our 
one-semester unit and 
beyond in subsequent 
units (learner uptake of 
lexico-grammatical skills 
taught in our 
‘foundation’ unit)  
• Corpus texts also 
provide insight into the 
types of texts required 
of students across their 
other units and how we 
need to prepare them 
for those varied 
discipline-specific 
expectations.  
• Beginning a study 
that will integrate SME 
feedback of our 
learners’ texts to 
examine non-linguist 
feedback and 
incorporate these 
‘academic values’ into 
our units and marking 
criteria.  
• Studies into 
learners’ integration of 
evidence & reporting 
verbs (also ‘anti-
plagiarism’ campaigns) 

representing assignments 
across a single semester 
enrolled in an Academic 
Communication unit (i.e., 
critical summaries, literature 
reviews, reports, explanations 
and expositions) and 
assignments the same 
learners write in subsequent 
units in the university. 

collaboration (possible 
comparison to other 
university learners)   
• Work with 
researchers focussed on 
secondary learning/prep 
for university to possible 
examine the ‘pre-
university’ pathways into 
university-level literacy 
demands.  
• Possible integration 
of our ‘learning modules’ 
in other contexts to 
research effectiveness 
and refine the resources 
to other settings. 
(FUTURE: We’re 
developing online 
modules to support 
learners through the unit)  

 

Marianna Ryshina-
Pankova  

o Advanced FL learners, 
tertiary education  

o FL teachers  

Interpersonal 
function  

Grammatical 
metaphor  

Coherence and 

FL learner literacy and 
writing development 
Content- and language-
integrated FL instruction 
and pedagogy Teachers 
professional learning: 
linguistic knowledge and 

o Quantitative and 
qualitative discourse 
analysis  

o Case studies  

o Corpus  

o Genre-based writing tasks  

o Telecollaborative chats  

o Course-based blogs  

o Teacher discourse in a content- 
and language-integrated FL 

o Corpus – focus on 
development of particular 
linguistic patterns in writing 
and classroom discourse  

o FL assessment 
methodologies  
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 cohesion  

Argumentative 
discourse  

Narratives  

use of metalanguage  

 

 curriculum  

o Teacher interviews  

 

 

David Kellogg  

Story-telling to children  

Role play with children  

Teaching Science, Math, 
Ethics, and Foreign 
Languages in elementary 
school  

Immersion  

 

Lexico-grammar,  

Phonology and 
Phonetics  

Grammatical 
metaphor  

Interpersonal 
metaphor  

 

Links between systemic-
functional grammar and 
cultural-historical 
psychology  

Child development  

 

Some very small scale 
experimental work with 
children  

Many classroom 
observation studies  
 

Analysis of classroom 
transcripts  

“Functional method of 
dual stimulation” 
(Vygotsky)  

 

Two data bases of ten thousand 
or more turns of classroom talk 
(science, foreign languages).  

Dozens of smaller data bases of 
less than a thousand turns of talk.  

Currently working on a set of 
“dicto-glosses” (that is, children 
taking dictation of a story in 
groups and then using the written 
scripts in role play).  

 

 

Now using Mick O’Donnel’s 
UAM Corpus Tool. I have 
previously adapted SPSS 
for qualitative coding and 
Chi Square tests.  

My last few articles and my 
book, however, are use 
Hallidayan annotation 
conventions and or box 
analyses. 

I’m producing materials for 
young learners right now. 
Also translating Vygotsky’s 
last works on child 
development working with 
my former graduate 
students.  

Kristine Kabel  

Literacy: writing in lower 
secondary (Year 8), L1, 
students’ literary responses 
and their representations of 
valued meaning-making 
choices and purposes of 
the discipline    

Literature teaching, 
classroom situations  

Primarily 
interpersonal 
metafunction,   

  

Language based 
pedagogy  

 

Provide a clearer 
understanding of valued 
ways of participating in 
literacy practices in the 
discipline of literature 
studies 

Qualitative case studies Students’ responses (3 classes)  

Semi structured student 
interviews   

Videorecorded classroom 
observations (6 unit of works on 
short stories, 3 classes) 

 

 

Erika Matruglio  

 Literacy: writing in senior 

Discourse 
semantics, 
particularly 
interpersonal 

To understand the 
differences in valued 
ways of writing in the 
humanities in high 

Discourse analysis of 
student written work 
(attitude, engagement, 

• 5 ‘good’, 5 ‘bad’ student 
essays across 4 humanities 
subject,  

• Board of Studies ‘standards 

Case studies / classroom 
observation focussing on 
writing / reading pedagogy 
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years  

 School / tertiary disciplines 
in the humanities: 
disciplinary difference  

 Transition to tertiary 
studies  

 The literacy demands of 
transition points across the 
years of schooling  

meaning, genre  

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across all 
metafunctions  

 

school to make this 
knowledge available for 
teachers and students  

 

graduation, genre)  

 Case studies and 
classroom observation at 
key stages in highschool 
English, Science, History  

 

package’ including student 
texts representing mark cut-
offs in each subject  

• 3 textbooks for each subject 
o Interviews with teachers  

• Interviews with students 
• Student work-samples  
• Classroom observation data  

in humanities classrooms  

Quantitative (corpus) 
studies of student writing  

 

Jesse Gleason  

 Bi-Literacy development in 
emergent bilinguals, 
students from linguistically 
and culturally diverse 
backgrounds  

  

• Teacher education 
in TESOL, working with 
content teachers in 
urban public elementary 
school settings to help 
them better understand 
the language of their 
disciplines and how to 
help their increasing 
numbers of English 
language learners 
excel  

 

• Safe, responsible 
and effective alternative 
assessment practices in 

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across all 
meta-functions 

  

Lexico-grammar, 
Language theory 
and language 
pedagogy   

  

Critical discourse 
analysis, Lexico-
grammar, 
Language theory 
and public policy  

  

 

Studying the impact of 
an at-home bilingual 
culture and language 
development in children 
schooling and life-skills 
development  

  

Teachers professional 
learning: linguistic 

knowledge and use of 
metalanguage in 

specific disciplines—
language arts, 

mathematics, science, 
history, physical 
education, world 

languages 

 

• Ethnographic 
case study (longitudinal) 
with participant 
observation and textual 
documentation and 
analysis. Eventual 
interviews with children 
as they grow and 
develop.  

  

• Ethnographic 
case study research 
(participant observation, 
interviews, textual 
documents) together 
with functional 
discourse analysis  

 

• Recorded instances of 
home-school interactions 
(e.g., dinner time in Chilean 
Spanish, bedtime reading a 
book in English/Spanish, 
driving in the car talking, 
translanguaging)  

  

• Teacher interviews and 
reflections about lessons 
observed and carried out. 
Utility of functional language 
features (metalanguage) for 
helping ELLs develop 
language-and-content 
knowledge in classroom 
settings.  

 

• Bilingual/multilingu
al parenting efforts, 
interest in tracking bi-
literacy over time.  
• Reading and 
writing development in 
English as supported by 
oral/aural skills in both 
languages. 

  

• Teacher education 
initiatives, partnering 
ESOL professionals with 
teachers in the content 
areas, international 
communities of practice.  

• Partnerships with 
international colleagues 
who have experience with 
safe and effective 
alternative assessment 
practices for English 
language learners (and 
all learners) especially in 
early childhood and 
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an age of increasingly 
demand for 
standardized testing in 
the US context 
NCLB[Symbol]CCSS 

elementary settings  

 

Urszula Clark  

o Recontextualising 
knowledge about language 
as Language and Literacy 
across the curriculum at all 
age phases of formal 
schooling;  

o The discipline of subject 
English;  

o university undergraduate 
students’ experiences of 
contexts, modes and 
media  

 

Ways in which SFL 
can inform a 
language based 
pedagogic 
approach.  

SFL as a way of 
bridging language 
and literary studies 
in the secondary 
curriculum for 
English;  

Ways in which SFL 
can inform 
multimodal and 
online digital 
communication  

 Ethnographic, case study, 
design based research 
incorporating elements of 
statistical data. Two case 
study secondary schools.  

Literary linguistic and 
cultural theory, including 
cognitive and corpus 
approaches to the 
teaching of literature.  

Experimental study.  

 

Classroom observations; 
interviews with teachers and 
pupils; participation in CPD 
activities; survey questionnaire; 
pupil attainment data; video data.  

Text based  

Student diaries x 100 over two 
years; student assignments of 
their experiences.  

 

Designing qualitative 
research to include 
statistical data sets as part 
of the complete data set.  

Ways of integrating the 
study of language with the 
study of literature.  

Designing corpus based 
research that includes 
statistical data.  

 

Anna-Vera Meidell 
Sigsgaard 

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar across all 
meta-functions  

Exchange structure 
analysis  

Connections to / 
with Legitimation 
Code Theory 

Second language 
pedagogy  

 Second language ped. 
In the mainstream 
classroom – especially 
History 

 

Case study  Video observations / teaching 
materials from a 5th grade  

The role of language theory 
and meta-language in 
language pedagogy.   

Teacher development  

 

Rachel Whittaker  

Secondary CLIL  writing 
across the curriculum.  

Discourse 
semantics, 
lexicogrammar 
across all 

Study effect of learning 
a subject through a 
foreign language, 
learning the language of 

No intervention.  

Longitudinal corpus-
based DA study. 
Quantitative and 

Teacher-led whole-class 
summary sessions,  individual 
interviews covering same topic 
with some students from the 

Corpus tagging  

Immersion research  
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Social science:  history 
geography.  

Longitudinal development, 
through the four years of 
obligatory secondary 
education.   

  

Transition from Primary to 
Secondary school in 
"bilingual" / CLIL  contexts  

  

Teacher education in 
genre-based pedagogy  

Subject teacher KAL in L1 
and L2  

metafunctions  

  

Discourse 
semantics, 
lexicogram-mar 
across all 
metafunctions  

  

Reading to Learn, 
genre-based 
pedagogy  

 

the discipline.   

Prompt design and 
effect  

  

Effect of learning in high 
or low immersion in FL 
on academic language 
competence and on 
content learning  

  

Incorporating KAL into 
in-service and pre-
service teacher 
education across the 
curriculum for L1 
Spanish, and L2 English 
teachers of content 
subjects 

qualitative.   

Correlating holistic 
evaluation of written texts 
with language features.  

  

No intervention.  

Longitudinal corpus-
based DA study. 
Quantitative and 
qualitative   

  

Action research  

 

classes.  

Written texts following same 
prompt (just under 200, about 
27,000 words)  

All from 2 schools, 1 class in each 
x 4 years.  

  

Interviews and written texts by 
end of Primary school pupils. 
Interviews with teachers and 
educators. On-going study: data 
collection in progress.  

  

Sample R2L lesson plans and 
sample student texts as result of 
implementation with teacher 
evaluation 

  

Cognitive discourse 
functions  

 

Quiping He 

Literacy: multiliteracy, 
multimodaliteracy  

Secondary school science.  

ESL context (Hong Kong)  

Discourse 
semantics to 
grammar focusing 
on ideational and 
textual 
metafunctions  

  

  

Relation between 
literacy, multimodality, 
knowledge and 
pedagogy  

• Multimodal 
discourse analysis of 
teaching materials and 
video recordings of 
classroom teaching  
• Case studies – 2 
science teachers from 
the same school  

  

• Recorded video lessons 
from two science teachers (80 
mins & 81 mins)  
• Additional data source 
include  

• Classroom observation 
fieldnotes  
• Questionnaire survey of 
teachers  
• Recorded video sequences 
of workshop, sharing session 
(from the teacher training 
project led by Gail Forey)  

•  Quantitative 
analysis of teachers’ 
attitude, impact on student 
learning  
• Action research 

Bart van der Leeuw &        
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Theun Meestringa  

- Language across the 
curriculum 12 - 18  

- Developing the language 
of schooling (literacy)  

- From a curriculum 
perspective: improving 
consistency across subject 
boundaries in the 
secondary curriculum  

- From a teacher education 
perspective: supporting 
subject teachers with KAL 

Identifying and 
analysing genre in 
subject specific 
texts:  school 
books, student 
writing and 
clasroom 
interaction 

 

Using KAL to 
improve  consistency in 
the secondary 
curriculum  

Using KAL to improve 
classroom practice 
of  teachers in 
secondary subject 
lessons 

 

Cooperative text analysis 
(linguists with subject 
discipline experts)  

Developing, describing 
and evaluating good 
practices of language 
oriented subject 
education  

Developing, describing 
and evaluating exemples 
of the use of the teaching 
learning cycle  

About 50 texts (from textbooks, 
student writing and classroom 
interaction) from 10 different 
secondary school subjects  

Good practices in various 
secondary school subjects  

 

Corpus – focus on 
particular linguistic patterns 
in various school subjectst  

Design of evaluating 
teacher and student 
performance using KAL 
and the teaching learning 
cycle  

 

Anne McCabe  

Secondary CLIL (content-
and-language integrated 
learning) writing across the 
curriculum. Social science 
(history, geography). 
Longitudinal development 
in obligatory secondary 
education through CLIL.  

  

Post graduate students 
writing in an L2 (American 
students studying an M.A. 
in Spanish degree)  

  

Discourse 
semantics, 
lexicogrammar 
across all 
metafunctions.  

Genre-based 
pedagogy.  

  

Appraisal, 
especially 
Engagement  

 Study effect of learning 
a subject through an 
L2.   

Effective prompt 
design.  

  

How to students most 
effectively engage 
others and course 
knowledge in an on-line 
discussion? How can 
teachers facilitate that?  

  

No intervention in 
instruction. Longitudinal 
corpus-based DA study, 
using quantitative and 
qualitative measures.   

Correlating holistic 
evaluation with language 
features.  

  

Longitudinal corpus-
based DA study, using 
quantitative and 
qualitative measures.   

Correlating holistic 
evaluation with language 
features.  

Secondary student in-class 
unaided compositions written 
once a year on topic studied. 2 
classes in 2 different schools.   

Oral teacher-led class  summary 
sessions,  plus indiv interveiws 
convering same topic, with some 
students.  

  

On-line discussion posts 
(complete sets) to different 
courses which are part of an M.A. 
in Spanish program and to 
different prompts from the 
teacher.  

  

Corpus – focus on 
development of particular 
linguistic patterns in writing 
and classroom discourse  

   

Legitimation code theory – 
looking at semantic density 
and semantic gravity.  

Farida Larry 

Special needs education 

Transitivity 
analysis,   

To understand the genre 
of talk and discussions 
about individuals 

A case study of a special 
school in the Middle East  

Six to eight audio-records of case-
conference meetings.   

Gee (2014) discourse 
analysis toolkit   
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and special school 
contexts   

Assessment and 
classification 
discourses/practices in 
schools and social care 
services  

 

 

Genre analysis of 
case-discussions 
and pupil-welfare 
meetings  

 

identified with SEN.  

To unfold the schematic 
structure of case-
conference meetings 
and the language 
professionals (e.g., 
teachers, psychologists, 
SLT, OTs) use .   

To suggest future 
design and 
implementation of 
assessment discursive 
discourses and 
practices  

 

Genre analysis and 
discourse analysis of 
case-conference or pupil-
welfare meetings.   

 

Genre and discourse 
analysis of case reports 
and IEPs.  

 

 

30 assessment reports   

 

30 Individualised educational 
plans   

 

15 Assessment tools and 
artefacts   

  

Corpus analysis (using 
Skitch-Engine) online 
concordance.  

 

Monika Kavalir  

Literacy: Reading and 
writing from primary school 
to higher education  

Language testing: 
especially years 6 and 9 
but also higher levels  

  Relating language 
theory to teacher & 
student needs  

Designing, implementing 
and studying the effect 
of literacy interventions  

Action research  

Discourse analysis   

Corpus studies  

Small samples of various written 
texts by university students of 
English (L2).   

Possible access to written text 
samples (L2 English), various 
ages and levels  

Possible access to data from 
national reading and writing tests 
(L1 Slovene, Italian and 
Hungarina, L2 English and 
German).  

 

Jennifer Blunden    

  

 

 Disciplinary 
literacies; ‘common 
sense’ to 
uncommon sense 
language, across 
all metafunctions  

The role museums and 
libraries can play in 
supporting literacy   

Systemic functional 
discourse and multimodal 
analysis; LCT Semantics   

Exhibition texts– verbal and 
multimodal  

Applying KAL pedagogies 
as a framework for 
disciplinary experts writing 
for public audiences  

Developing museum 
resources and programs 
that embed KAL literacy 
pedagogies   

María Estela Brisk 
Create page break and 
Continue next page 

• Genres of writing 
in urban elementary 
schools. 

•Impact of an SFL 
informed pedagogy on 

Classroom observations 

Language analysis of 

Videos and audios of writing 
instruction 
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 • Influence of 
register in language 
choices.   

bilingual students and 
their teachers. 

* Strategies used by 
teachers to improve 
language in student 
writing 

students’ writing 

 

I’m duplicating the project 
with 3 other schools. Plan 
on start using research 
design. 

Student writing 

Scores over time in two 
standardized tests.  One for all 
student (reading and writing), 
one for English language 
learners (speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing) 

Mary Schleppegrell  
Primary school teachers in 
contexts with large 
numbers of students 
learning English as an 
additional language  
 
 

Ways in which SFL 
can inform a 
language-based 
pedagogic 
approach 
 
Using SFL to 
support teachers in 
achieving their 
disciplinary goals 
 
Exploring the 
challenges 
teachers face in 
enacting SFL-
inspired 
pedagogies 

Teacher learning to 
support language-
based pedagogies 
informed by SFL 

Design-based research 

Discourse analysis 

Video records of teachers 
working with SFL-informed 
pedagogies 

Interviews and focus groups 
with teachers and students 

Records of professional 
development institutes 

Students work records and 
writing 

Working with literacy 
experts outside of SFL 

 

Case study research 

Ruth Harman 
 
Youth Participatory Action 
Research  
 
Disciplinary literacies in 
middle school contexts  
 
Translanguaging practices  

Ways in which SFL 
can align with 
culturally sustaining 
pedagogies in 
terms of 
multilingual and 
critical literacies  
 
Ways in which SFL-
informed 
pedagogies can 
support  student 
interests and needs 
within current era of 
high stakes 
accountability  

Youth learning in terms 
of how YPAR and genre 
pedagogies can support 
negotiations of meaning 
in diverse ways (through 
diverse modes such as 
performance and 
storytelling) 

 

Teacher learning in 
terms of how to 
incorporate student 
voices in genre based 
pedagogies  

Youth Participatory 
Approaches  

 

Action Research  

 

Ethnographic case 
studies  

 

Discourse analysis  

Data collections from 
collaborative arts based work with 
youth (e.g. artifacts, written data, 
interviews) 

Teacher professional 
development workshops and 
interviews  

 

 

Working with scholars 
outside of education 
interested in same type of 
youth led literacy practices  

 

Performance studies 
scholars  

 

Multimodal experts  
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Xiaodong Zhang 
 Tertiary EFL teaching, 
Tertiary EFL teacher 
education. 

SFL focus: 
Discourse 
semantics and its 
lexico-grammar 
 

How do tertiary EFL 
teachers in China 
support learners' 
language learning 
through texts? (2) 
what  are the students' 
learning gap in 
reference to SFL-based 
learning theory? 

case studies recorded lessons, teacher 
interview, students' artifacts, 
student interviews. 

Anyone who works on a 
metalinguistic analysis of 
language classroom data. 

Maggie Berg 
Teacher educator in 
western U.S. 

 
Genres of writing in 
elementary schools 
particularly dual 
language 
programs. 

Teachers professional 
learning: linguistic 
knowledge and use of 
metalanguage in 
specific disciplines– 
impact on writing 
development 

Knowledge structure 
analysis 

Discourse analysis 

Ethnography 

Field notes 

Student writing 

Teacher lesson planning 

I would like to know more 
and work with people who 
know how to use corpus 
linguistics; or simply 
combining efforts with 
teacher educators for 
primary and secondary 
levels 

Susan Jacobson  

English as a foreign 
language within teacher 
education.  

 developmental project 
looking into good 
practice when teaching 
beginners 

   

Britt Johansson 

 
Sweden – primary 
education – whole school 

genre pedagogy 
- targeting 
language features 
of social science 
and natural science 

Have you noticed any 
specific  disadvantages 
when teachers are 
using genre pedagogy 
in the education 
system? Any times 
when it's better not 
presenting the semiotic 
approach to education? 
Any times when it's 
evident that the children 
are more receptive and 
understanding!  

What does it mean when 
we in our litterature say 
that genre pedagogy is 
scientific based? 

In our last National Test in natural 
science among 9 year old children 
they were encouraged by the 
State School Authorities to write 
down all they knew of the sundial 
and the hourglass. The  lowest 
achieving children used an 
instructional genre to solve the 
task, the higher achieving 
children used a descriptive text, 
the majority of the children. 

only the  highest achieving 
children used a mixture of 
descriptive genre and an 
explanation. It's interesting as the 
State School Authorities didn't 
give the children any idea of 
what kind of text they ought 

Others working with genre 
pedagogy and development 
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to write. Has anybody else 
noticed this kind of progression? 

Grethe Kjaer Development 
Consultant. 

genre pedagogy developing the schools´ 
and teathers´ use of 
SFL in their teaching. 

   

Winnie Østergaard 
 
Multilingual students 
literacy development from 
year 0- year 7 (“Signs of 
Language”, a longitudinal 
study 2008-2016))  
 
In 2015/2016 my action 
research focus will be on 
literacy development in 
biology and ‘theory of 
sports’ in year7 
 
 
 
Developing teacher-
students understanding of 
language-based teaching 
through collaboration 
between Math teacher-
students and Danish as a 
Second Language teacher-
students 
 

 
in the action 
research process a 
few SFL-aspects 
are sometimes 
used, in 2014/2015 
Ideational 
ressources, e.g. 
expanding nominal 
groups 
 
 
 
 
 
The notion of 
register and 
especially the mode 
continuum 
 

Gain insight into how 
multilingual children 
acquire literacy and 
investigate  possibilities 
of restructuring literacy 
practices in the 
multilingual classroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To raise awareness of 
the role of language in 
learning for student 
subject teachers as well 
as experiment with ways 
of  collaborating 
between ESL-teachers 
and subject teachers  

Five multilingual classes 
in different schools, as 
research assistant I follow 
one of the five classes  
A flexible approach e.g. 
using semi-structured 
interviews with the 
children and quasi-
experimental activities 
and texts produced by the 
children in connection 
with these activities. 
Action research:  two 
interventions each school 
year together with three 
teachers ( a DSL-teacher 
and two subject teachers)  
 
 
‘Action learning’ (not 
really action research but 
various projects carried 
out within teacher training 
in the period from 2011-
2014)    

Multiple data collected from year 
0 and onwards, two sets of data 
each school year, e.g. 2014/2015 
‘légogloss’ in groups of three and 
literacy interviews in groups of 
three based on a written text “A 
portrait of me as a reader” 
produced by each student. 
Recorded video lessons, e.g. 
2014/2015 first unit the subjects 
Danish & Danish as a second 
language, second teaching unit 
the subjects Danish/Danish as a 
Second language/English/Music  
 
Recorded video lessons, planned 
by groups of Math Student-
teachers and DSA Student- 
teachers, assignments by all 
students describing and analysing 
the project and the recorded video 
lessons (a total of 12 groups   
 

New Literacy Studies 
 
SFL (the programme is 
informed by social semiotic 
theory (Kress)) 

Pauline Jones  

 

 

• genre 
• discourse 

semantics 
• lexico 

grammar 

• relationship 
between 
dialogic talk & 
teachers' 
developing 
knowledge 
about language,  

• literacy 
pedagogies  

 lots – see Honglin Chen above what does quality talk about 
language and meaning look 
like at all points in learners’ 
literacy growth. 

Meg Gebhard •  SFL based theories of 
language, learning, and 

Case studies 
Ethnography 

Transcript of ELLs reading and 
writing poems modeled after 

Analyzing code-mixed data  



International	Educational	Semiotics	symposium,	Aachen	2015.	Participant	Profiles	

	 13	

 
change is public 
schooling in the US 
SFL and teacher 
professional 
development 
SFL and trans-language 
adolescent literature 
SFL and disciplinary 
literacy development in 
US school 

•  

SFL text analysis (oral 
and written) 
 

Tupac Shakur 

 
 


