
 

 

This is an analysis of a text sent in by a participant in the Summer 
Institute at the University of Wollongong. I thought it would be 
useful to share.  
Bev 
 
Original Text 

Australia Day 
 
Every year, on the 26 January, Australians celebrate Australia Day. This day is the official 
national day of Australia. On this day we remember the First Fleetʼs arrival into Sydney 
Cove in 1788. 
 
In 1787 a fleet of eleven ships transporting English convicts left Englandʼs shores. These 
ships were headed to Australia to set up a colony. They sailed into Sydney Cove, New 
South Wales on 26 January 1788. When they landed in Sydney Cove a ceremony was 
held that afternoon. During that ceremony Captain Arthur Phillip raised the British flag. 
 
Today, there are people from many different countries who live in Australia. It is a day 
when we all come together to celebrate Australia and being Australian. 
 
when? when? who? do what? what? 
Every year, on the 26 

January, 
Australians celebrate Australia 

Day. 
Circumstance (time) Circumstance 

(time) 
Participant Process 

(action) 
Participant 

noun group (this is an 
unusual function for a 
noun group, though they 
are sometimes used to 
express a Circumstance 
of time or place) 

prepositional 
phrase 

noun verb noun group 

 
what? linking? what? 
This day is the official national day of Australia. 
Participant Process 

(relating) 
Participant 

noun group verb noun group 
 
when? who? do what? what? 
On this day we remember the First Fleetʼs arrival into 

Sydney Cove in 1788. 
 

Circumstance 
(time) 

Participant Process 
(sensing) 

Participant  

prepositional 
phrase 

pronoun verb noun group (including a couple 
of Qualifiers) – it is also a 
nominalisation 



 

 

 
when? what? did what? what? 
In 1787 a fleet of eleven ships [[transporting 

English convicts]] 
left Englandʼs 

shores. 
 

Circumstance 
(time) 

Participant Process 
(action) 

Participant 

prepositional 
phrase 

noun group (including an embedded 
clause [[…]] ) 

verb noun 
group 

 

what? did what? where? 
These ships were headed to Australia 
Participant  Process (action) Circumstance 

(place) 
noun group verb group prepositional 

phrase 
 

do what? what? 
to set up a colony 
Process (action) Participant 
verb group noun group 
This is a non-finite clause 

who? did what? where? when? 
They sailed into Sydney Cove, New 

South Wales 
on 26 January 
1788. 

Participant Process (action) Circumstance (place) Circumstance 
(time) 

pronoun verb  prepositional phrase prepositional 
phrase 

 

 who? did what? where? 
When they landed in Sydney Cove 
We leave 
conjunctions until 
we deal with 
combined 
clauses 

Participant Process (action) Circumstance 
(place) 

 pronoun verb prepositional 
phrase 

 

what? was done? when? 
a ceremony was held that afternoon. 
Participant  Process (action) Circumstance (time) 
noun group verb group (in the 

passive voice) 
noun group (another example of a noun group 
functioning as a Circumstance) 

 



 

 

when? who? did what? what? 
During that 
ceremony 

Captain Arthur Phillip raised the British flag. 

Circumstance 
(time) 

Participant Process 
(action) 

Participant 

prepositional 
phrase 

noun group  verb noun group 

 

when? do what? who? 
Today there are people [from many different countries] [[who 

live in Australia]]. 
Circumstance 
(time)  

Process (existing) Participant  

noun group verb group noun group (including a couple of Qualifiers: a 
prepositional phrase [...] and an embedded clause 
[[...]] )  

 

what? linking? what? 
It is a day [[when we all come together]] 
Participant Process (relating) Participant 
pronoun verb noun group (including an embedded clause 

as Qualifier) 
 

do what? what? what? 
to celebrate Australia and [[being Australian]]. 
Process (action) Participant Participant 
verb group  noun noun group (including an embedded clause as 

Participant) – we didnʼt go into this, but it is 
possible for an embedded clause to also 
express the function of Participant – this is an 
advanced grammatical concept and is best left 
till later. 

 

 

 

 


