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1. Unit Outlines  

 
1.1   Topic/unit:  Debate of Logging in Forests   

 

1.2   Goal for the unit:   

: To enable learners to write a Discussion on logging in forests in an academic context. 

 

         Objectives 

         At the end of the unit, students will: 

- become familiar with the cultural and social context of logging in forests, 

- understand the purpose of Discussions in an Australian academic context,  

- become aware of the schematic structure and key linguistic features associated with 

Discussions, and 

- have the ability to write Discussion on logging in forests. 

 

1.3 Text type (genre): Discussions 

 

1.4 Unit overview 

 
Stage of 

Teaching-

Learning Cycle 

Learning Activity Purpose Assessment 

Field Building 1. Orientation to 

the topic 

 teacher led discussion 

of the topic 

 groups matching 

pictures to the definition 

of logging 

 to introduce the field matching 

pictures 

2. Orientation to 

the Discussions  

 teacher led discussion 

of the text type 

 teacher led discussion 

on habitat loss  

 teacher led discussion 

on wood products 

 to build up the social 

context of logging 

 to orient to 

Discussions 

teacher 

observation 

 

3. Scanning texts  whole class reading for 

specific information 

 teacher-led discussion 

of scanning 

 to understand overall 

meanings of texts  

 to develop reading 

skills  

finding for 

specific 

information 

4. Detailed 

reading Text A: 

Logging 

 teacher-led detailed 

reading 

 whole class filling in 

the summary diagram 

 to set the context for 

the modeling texts  

 to build technical 

vocabulary 

filling in the 

summary 

diagram 

5. Detailed 

reading Text 

B&C: 

Clearfelling 

 teacher-led detailed 

reading 

 whole class comparison 

of texts 

 whole class critical 

evaluation of source 

material 

 to raise awareness of 

issues  

 to analyze the texts 

critically 

comparison of 

texts 

  

6. Consolidation 

of opinions on 

the topic 

 groups listing 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

logging in the forests 

 to compare two 

different opinions 

 to share and discuss 

the topic 

listing 

advantages 

and 

disadvantages 
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Stage of T/L 

Cycle 
Learning Activity Purpose Assessment 

Modelling / 

Deconstruction 
7. Introducing 

Social Purpose of 

Discussions 

 

 whole class listing 

advantages and 

disadvantages 

presented in the 

model text 1 

 whole class matching 

of text types and 

purposes  

 teacher-led discussion 

of text types and 

social purpose 

focusing on 

Expositions and 

Discussions 

 to identify social 

purpose of  

Discussions 

listing 

advantages 

and 

disadvantages 

 

matching of 

text types and 

purposes 

 

8. Introducing 

Staging of 

Discussions 

 

 teacher led 

demonstration of 

staging of  

Discussions. Analysis 

of model Text 1 “The 

Logging Debate” 

 groups labeling stages 

on Model Text 1  

 group rearrangement 

of  jumbled Model 

text 2 “Woodchipping 

in Old-Growth 

Forests”  

 to identify stages of   

Discussions 

: Issue ^ Arguments For 

and Against ^ Thesis^  

Recommendation 

 

labeling stages  

 

 

 

 

independent 

analysis of 

model text 2 

9. Introducing 

Language 

Features of 

Discussions 

 

 teacher-led 

demonstration of key 

language features of  

Discussions 

 groups sorting key 

language features of 

Model Text2 

“ Woodchipping in 

Old-Growth Forests” 

 to identify language 

features of 

Discussions:  

    Projection &  

    Internal conjunctions     

    

labelling key 

language 

features 

 

independent 

analysis of 

model text 2 

Joint 

Construction 
10. Planning and 

writing a 

Discussion 

together 

 teacher led class 

construction of a 

Discussion based on 

language features 

examined in the 

model texts 

 to contribute to 

jointly constructed 

Discussion on 

logging in the forest 

teacher 

observation 

 

Independent 

Construction 

11. Individual 

planning and 

writing a 

Discussion  

 students construction 

of their own 

independent texts 

 to independently 

write a Discussion on 

logging in the forest 

independent 

writing 
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2. Learner Group 
 

My learner group is people who prepare for the International English Language Testing System 

(IELTS) test. They are at least upper intermediate students who have passed listening, reading, and 

writing examinations to enter the IELTS preparation course. All of them are international students 

from different countries (but mostly from Asia) and live in Sydney at the moment intending to 

study at the university in Australia. Because most universities require their future students to 

present minimum overall band score of 6.0 IELTS, students need to achieve a score of at least 6.0. 

In the case of writing task 2, IELTS examiners award a band score for each of four criterion areas: 

(1) Task Response, (2) Coherence and Cohesion, (3) Lexical Resource and (4) Grammatical Range 

and Accuracy, and students’ main concerns are related to the first and the second criteria, so their 

main needs are to learn (1) how to present a well-developed response to the question with relevant, 

extended and supported ideas and (2) how to arrange information and ideas coherently. 

 

 

 

3. Theoretical Perspective 
 

The fact that most students are from Asia and have no experience studying in English speaking 

countries means that they approach academic tasks in a manner that is different from that expected 

in western schools and universities. For example, students from Asia often use language to present 

a particular point of view on an issue indirectly by moving round a topic and avoiding any explicit 

judgment or conclusion rather than to provide the central idea directly. That is, students from 

different countries use language to achieve any goals or purposes in an appropriate way within 

their culture.  

 

According to systemic functional model, “all language is constructed and can be understood only 

within the context of culture and situation in which it is used” (Hammond & Freebody, 1994, 

p.426). Therefore, students who plan to study abroad need to know not only target language itself 

but also target country’s academic context in which the language is used. In fact, it is possible 

through genres, the conventionalization of ways of achieving common goals or purposes within 

each culture. In the case of my learners group, they can understand and adjust to Australian 

academic culture as well as merely IELTS tasks through learning persuasive genres, one of the 

most highly valued genres in western universities. 

 

The important educational implication of the language context is that teacher should focus on 

language at the level of whole texts. This approach enables students to judge how language is 

organized in texts, whether language features contribute to the overall meaning of the functional 

texts, and whether the text is cohesive and coherent when they read or produce texts. Needless to 

say, it satisfies student’s literacy needs regarding to IELTS. 
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4. Field Building 

 

During this stage students have an extensive understanding of and familiarity with the 

topic they will write about. To build their field knowledge and to develop a critical 

orientation to the text, students participate in structured and cooperative reading 

activities. 

 
 
 

Activity 1: Orientation to the topic  
 
Purpose: to motivate investigation of the topic, to introduce the field, to ascertain prior knowledge, 
and to share group knowledge. 

 
•   Write the word 'Logging' on the board and ask students if they have heard of the word 

before and encourage students to share their existing knowledge in small groups. 
 
•   Give each small group Worksheet 1-1: Four pictures about logging process and 

Worksheet 1-2: The definition of logging from the encyclopedia (See the Appendix A). 
Allow students to cut the worksheet 1-1 themselves. Explain that they must match each 
picture to the definition of logging. 

 
•   When students have matched the pictures to the definition and had it checked by a 

teacher, allow them to glue the pieces onto the worksheet 1-2 and display them. 
 
•   Explain to students that the topic they will study is 'Logging in the forests'. 

 
 
 
Activity 2: Orientation to the Discussion on logging 
 
Purpose: to build up the social context of logging, and to orientate to taking one position on the issue 

 
• Explain to students that the goal and outcomes of the unit is reading and writing a text 

type known as Discussion. Ask them if they have heard of this text type and encourage 
students to share their existing knowledge as a whole group. 
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• Show students following visual prompts. Ask students questions about logging and 
habitat loss issues.  (eg What happened? Where? What caused it? What were the consequences? 
What’s your opinion about this issue?) 

 

 

          
 
 
 
•   After discussion of habitat loss, show students another visual prompts. Ask students 

questions about logging and wood products.  (eg What are paper and books made of? What 
else can be made of wood? What if there were no wood products?)  

 

 

                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
•   Point out that students have to decide one position on the issue to write a Discussion. 

Students could be encouraged to give their position and reasons for choosing that 
position. However, students do not have to decide one position at this stage because 
they will be provided more resources to decide one position and to write a Discussion.  
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Activity 3: Scanning Texts 

 
Purpose: to understand overall meanings of texts and to develop reading skills  
 
•   Provide students with three texts about logging and clearfelling from different resources; 

the encyclopedia, the Victorian Government Department of Sustainability and Environment and 

the Australian Conservation Foundation (See the Appendix B). 
 

•   Encourage students to find appropriate information from the texts. Set a time limit so 
that students are stimulated to scan the text rather than read in detail. 

 

A note on Scanning: 
Scanning is a skill used to locate specific information from a text. Scanning involves 
running our eyes over the text rather than reading all the words. Scanning is also used 
when you first find a resource to determine whether it will answer your questions. 

 
•   When students have completed, as a whole group, discuss the reading skills they used.  
  

•   Discuss, in broad terms, the main idea of each text. 

 

 
Activity 4: Detailed Reading Text A: Logging  
 
Purpose: to set the context for the modeling texts and to build technical vocabulary 
 
• Give students Worksheet 2: The summary diagram (See the Appendix C). Use an OHT 

to show students the diagram.  
 

• Read through the Text A with students, jointly identifying the information needed to fill 
in the diagram.  

 

   When reading, prepare students to identify and highlight wordings, affirm and elaborate 
sentence by sentence 

   ☞ Provide students with preparation cues such as; 

- a paraphrase of the meaning of the whole sentence in commonsense terms, 

together with its relation to the context or preceding text 

- a position cue that tells learners where to look for the wording, and 

- the meaning of the wording in general or commonsense terms 

☞ Elaborate meaning of wordings; 

- by defining technical or literate wording, 

- by explain new concepts or metaphors or 

- by discussing students’ relevant experience 

 

•   It could be briefly pointed out that Discussions include other text types as supporting     
     evidence for their arguments.  
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Activity 5: Detailed Reading Text B & C: Clearfelling in Victoria  
 
Purpose: to raise awareness of issues on logging and to analyze the texts critically  
 
• Read through Texts from two different sources; the Victorian Government Department 

of Sustainability and Environment and the Australian Conservation Foundation. 
 
• After reading, give students following Worksheet 3 and ask them to compare the 

information from different sources. Highlight that two texts have different viewpoints. 
Explain how texts are crafted according to the views and interests of the author or 
group.  

 
 
       Worksheet 3 

 Text B Text C 

What’s the topic?   

Who wrote this text?   

Why is clearfelling used?    

How does clearfelling yield regeneration?    

What was the real result of clearfelling?   

What is the writer’s attitude toward clearfelling?   

 
 
 

Activity 6: Consolidation of opinions on the topic 

 
Purpose: to compare two different opinions, to consolidate opinions on the topic, and to share, discuss, 
and argue aspects of the topic 

 
• Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with worksheet 4. Ask them 

to fill out the 'advantage' column and the 'disadvantage' column using three texts as 
resources. It could be briefly pointed out that discussions must appear to arrive at a 
thesis through a balanced evaluation of all arguments. Emphasize that arguments must 
have supporting evidence from appropriate sources.  

 
• Check each group and if needed, help students to use correct wordings. 
 
• When students have completed the listing, ask students to present their listing to the 

class. 
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Worksheet 4 

List advantages and disadvantages of logging in the forests and indicate the source of them. 

Advantage Disadvantage Source 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
 

 

 

5. Modelling / Deconstruction 
 

In this phase important features of Discussions are demonstrated or modelled by the 

teacher. Students participate in exploring or deconstructing other model texts to identify 

those features.  It is important that students have read the texts firstly and are familiar with 

the content before examining how the language works to create meaning.   

 

Activity 7: Introducing Social Purpose of a Discussion 

 
Purpose: to identify social purpose of discussions 

 
• Give students the model text 1 “The Logging Debate” (See the Appendix D) and the 

worksheet 5. Ask students to read the text first and to write down the advantages and 
disadvantages of logging in the forest as they have done before.    

 

 
Worksheet 5 

List advantages and disadvantages of logging presented in the text “The Logging Debate”. 

Advantage Disadvantage 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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•    Provide students with the following names and purpose of text types and allow them to 
cut the boxes themselves. Explain that they must match text types and purposes to the 
three reading texts and the model text. 

 
 

Text types and Purposes 

Boxes to be cut out and matched to the three reading texts and the model text 

 
Purpose Text Type 

•  explain why processes happen Causal Explanation 

•  explain how processes happen Sequential Explanation 

•  argue the case for two or more points of view about an issue Discussion 

•  argue for a particular point of view on an issue Exposition  

 
 
 

•   When students have matched and had it checked by a teacher, allow them to glue the 
pieces onto the texts. 

 
•   Discuss the similarities and differences between expositions and discussions.   

 

A note on social purpose and context: 

It is important that students understand that text types evolve because people in particular 
cultures and contexts generally get things done in a similar way. The main purpose of 
discussions in this unit is to persuade readers to agree with one particular point of view on 
an issue while evaluating both sides of the argument and making a judgment. 

 
 
Activity 8: Introducing Staging of a Discussion 
 
Purpose: to identify the staging of discussions  
 

• Model the stages of Discussions as a whole class using an OHT of Text 1(Appendix D). 
 
• Explain how each stage functions and ask students to write the names of the stages 

beside their copy of the text.  
 

Discussions generally consist of four stages.  These are: 

Issue ^ Arguments For and Against ^ Thesis^  Recommendation  

The Issue stage introduces and sets out the issue that is to be discussed. The Arguments For 
and Against stage is where the arguments of both sides are presented. In the Thesis stage 
the writer's final position on the issue is stated, and finally in the recommendation stage the 
writer recommends a course of action. 

 
•     Give small groups of students Worksheet 6-1: The Outline of Discussion and 

Worksheet 6-2: Jumbled Model Text 2 “Woodchipping in Old-Growth Forests” (See 
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the Appendix E). Allow students to cut the text themselves. Explain that they must 
rearrange the text in order, with the stages in the correct place and the paragraphs 
in the correct sequence.  

 
• When students have rearranged the text and had it checked by a teacher, allow them to 

glue the pieces onto the outline and display them. 
 

This activity allows students to engage in examining the structure of the text type and 
manipulating text in an active and physical way. 

 

 
Activity 9: Introducing Key Language Features of a Discussion 
 
Purpose: to identify language features of discussions  

 
• Model the language features of Discussions as a whole class using an OHT of Text 1(See 

the Appendix F).   
 
• Explain how to organize information with Internal conjunctions and how to report 

evidence and arguments through Projection.  
 

The number of language features introduced will depend on students' prior experience 
with the Discussion text type. It is very important not to introduce too many new features 
at one time. For students with little prior experience one feature could be introduced in 
the modelling phase and another modelled later in the unit, using a jointly constructed 
text. Here we deal with Projection and Internal conjunctions. (See the below) 

 
• Ask students to write the metalanguage beside their copy of the text.  
 
• Give small groups of students Worksheet 7: Identifying language features (See the 

Appendix G). Ask them to identify language features in Model Text 2.  
 
• When students have identified, check them as a whole class using an OHP of Text 2 (See 

the Appendix H) 
 
 

▶  Reporting evidence and arguments: Projection 
 
Discussions must appear to arrive at a thesis through a balanced evaluation of all points of 
view, so arguments and supporting evidence tends to be reported as if it comes from an 
outside source. The key language resources for reporting arguments and evidence are 
Projection and Signification.  
 
In this unit, we deal with Projection only. Projection refers to the way the wording of the 
argument or evidence is connected to the source of the argument. 
 
Clauses may join together in order to report the speech or thoughts of others. This is called 
Projection. One clause (the projecting clause) sends out or projects one or more other 
clauses (the projected clause). 
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Below is an example from two model texts. The projecting clause is highlighted in yellow. 
 

Text 1 Text 2 

 Forest industries claim that they employ 
300,000 people and have contributed about 
$327 million a year to the economy. 

 Yet another argument for logging is that 
timber is renewable. 

 Conservationists, on the other hand, argue 
that logging and woodchipping are 
destroying the forests. 

 The provincial forest services argued that 
clearcutting facilitated forest regeneration in 
the same way that wildfires do. 

 Opponents of the woodchipping operations 
argued that the flora and fauna of the forests 
would suffer irreparable damage as a result 
of the woodchipping itself and the 
construction of roads. 

 They claimed that the clearcutting would 
lead to soil erosion, increased salinity, 
siltation and the eutrophication of adjacent 
waterways. 

 The Conservation Society of British Columbia 
further argued that the exploitation of the 
limited remaining virgin reserves for short-
term benefits also represented poor economic 
judgment. 

 conservationists claimed that the visual 
impact of clearcutting was unlikely to attract 
holiday-makers to the region. 

 
In all of the examples above, the projected clause is introduced by the conjunction ‘that’. 
While this conjunction is a useful way of recognizing the beginning of a new clause, often it 
can be left out.   

 

▶  Organising information: Internal conjunctions 

 
Internal conjunction refers to the writer’s organisation of the events within the text. Texts 
with a number of parts such as Discussions employ Internal conjunctions to link information 
from one part of the text to another.  
 
There are four main kinds of internal conjunctions.  They are addition, temporal, cause and 
effect and comparison.  
 

① Addition conjunctions 

Conjunctions of addition relate one part of the text to another in a simple relationship of 
addition. 
 

② Temporal conjunctions  

These conjunctions relate parts of the text in terms of sequence or simultaneity in time. 
 

③ Cause and effect conjunctions 

These conjunctions relate one part of the text as a consequence, condition or cause of a 
previous part. 
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④ Comparison conjunctions 

Conjunctions of comparison relate a clause to a previous clause by offering a comparison 
with it. The comparison may be in terms of similarity or contrast. 
 
Below is a list of Internal conjunctions used in model texts: 
 

 Text 1 Text 2 

Addition  trees also provide other benefits. 

 Forests also give people a 
variety of recreational activities 
such as bushwalking, camping, 
bird watching, canoeing and 
abseiling. 

 clearcutting is also much less destructive 
of forest fauna. 

 The development of access roads and the 
increased financial resources generated 
as a result of woodchipping also permit 
the forest services to provide better 
management of their forests. 

 In addition, the industry provides 
employment for workers in the logging  

 The Conservation Society of British 
Columbia further argued that the 
exploitation of the limited remaining 
virgin reserves for short-term benefits 
also represented poor economic 
judgment. 

temporal   the industry … stimulates to growth of 
tourism by opening up previously 
inaccessible areas. 

 Finally, in response to the suggestion 
that a tourist boom would take place as a 
consequence of infrastructure 
developments, conservationists claimed 
that the visual impact of clearcutting was 
unlikely to attract holidaymakers to the 
region. 

cause and  

effect 

 They give our polluted world 
fresh air and oxygen, thus 
allowing living things to breathe 
and assisting to reduce the 
Greenhouse effect.    

 Logging and woodchipping in 
the forests of Tasmania and 
Queensland must, therefore, be 
stopped 

 Fluctuations in the rate of overseas 
demand could not, therefore, guarantee 
long-term returns on investment. 

 

comparison   Conservationists, on the other 
hand, argue that logging and 
woodchipping are destroying 
the forests. 

 On the other hand, it is certain that a 
resource-virgin wilderness-whose value 
cannot be calculated in merely monetary 
terms will be irreparably damaged. 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B: Texts and Scanning Exercises 
 

Text A 

    Purpose: 
 
 

   Text Type: 
 

 

Logging 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Logging is the process in which trees are felled and transported to a mill.  

Logging and the environment 

Logging impacts the environment both by the removal of trees and by the disturbance caused 
logging operations.  

Removal of trees alters species composition, the structure of a forest, terrain, and can cause nutrient 
depletion. Harvesting can lead to habitat loss, prominently in high-value, ecologically sensitive lands. 
Harvesting on steep slopes can lead to erosion, landslides, and water turbidity. Loss of trees 
adjacent to streams can increase water temperatures. Harvesting adjacent to streams can increase 
sedimentation and turbidity in streams, lowering water quality and degrading riparian habitat.  

Machines used in logging often disturb the soil. The use of heavy machinery in a forest can cause 
soil compaction. 

 

Read the text fast and find specific pieces of information to answer below questions. 
 

1. What is the process in which trees are felled and transported to a mill? 
 

    ________________________     
 

2. What can logging supply? 
 
   ①  ________________________                 ②________________________     
 

3. How does Logging impact the environment? 
 
  ①  by_______________________                ② by______________________ 
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Text B 
 

    Purpose: 
 
 

   Text Type: 
 

 
 

Clear Felling 
 

From Forests Factsheet published by  
the Victorian Government Department of Sustainability and Environment 

 

Why is Clear Felling Used 
 

Clear-felling is used in some forests because it is the most effective and economic way of ensuring 
the adequate regeneration of forest after harvesting. Also, the natural forests in the areas where 
clearfelling is used tend to be naturally even-aged. It is ecologically wise to use a system which 
yields even-aged regeneration. 
 
In all forests, natural regeneration usually occurs after a major fire. Severe fire kills or damages 
many kinds of eucalypt trees and creates a clear area for light to reach the soil allowing new 
seedlings to grow from seed that has been released from the gum nuts after the fire. Clearfelling, 
followed by a regeneration burn and seeding, creates a somewhat similar situation to that caused by 
a major bushfire, but it occurs over much smaller areas. 
 
 

 
 
Read the text fast and find specific pieces of information to answer below questions. 
 

1. What is used for timber harvesting to ensure the adequate regeneration of forest? 
 
    ________________________     
 
 
2. What causes natural regeneration in all forests? 
 
       ________________________     
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Text C 
 

    Purpose: 
 
 

   Text Type: 
 

 

Victoria: A Story of Failed Regeneration 
 

From the article “Woodchipping in Australia:The Real Impact “  
by Australian Conservation Foundation  

Recent advertisements by the forests industry feature authoritative-looking "ecologists" or "teachers" 
telling a sceptical but ultimately believing mob of adolescents that logging and woodchipping native 
forests is okay because the "trees grow back".  

A document obtained from the Victorian forestry department tells a quite different story. It states 
bluntly that due to inadequate regrowth of eucalypts "some 25,000 hectares across Victoria require 
rehabilitation". At a cost of around $300 per hectare, this could leave a bill of up to $7.5 million 
simply to get the trees back on to this land.  

The loss of wildlife after clearfelling has been well documented. The inability of eucalypts to regrow 
in their own native habitat provides further evidence of the severe damage done to areas that are 
logged and woodchipped.  

Chronic problems of regeneration have appeared in the Black Range near Alexandra in central 
Victoria, the Mullundung State Forest in South Gippsland and the mountain forests of East 
Gippsland. The problems are especially severe in the "high elevation mixed species" forests of East 
Gippsland. A 1992 Forestry Department memo, apparently from a local departmental officer in the 
Bendoc region of East Gippsland, stated that 79 per cent of clearfelled areas in this forest type had 
inadequate regeneration of eucalypts. Logging is continuing in these areas, despite the State 
government knowing that the newly cleared areas are likely to have similar problems.  

 
Read the text fast and find specific pieces of information to answer below questions. 
 
1. Due to inadequate regrowth of eucalypts, how much hectares across Victoria 

require rehabilitation? 
 

   ① some 15,000 hectares                     ② some 25,000 hectares     

   ③ some 35,000 hectares                     ④ some 45,000 hectares                  

 
2. What per cent of clearfelled areas in "high elevation mixed species” forest type 

had inadequate regeneration of eucalypts? 
 

   ①  75 %                                               ② 85 %    

   ③ 79 %                                                ④ 89 %                 
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Appendix C 

 
Worksheet 2: The Summary Diagram 

 

Logging and the environment 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Removal trees 
 

• alters species composition. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

Harvesting  
on steep slopes 

 

• 

• can lead to landslides. 

• 

 

Loss of trees  
adjacent to streams 

 

• 

• 

• 

• can lower water quality. 

• 

 

2. Machines  
used in logging 

 

• 

• can cause soil compaction. 
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Appendix D 
 

Model Text 1 

    Purpose: 
 
 

   Text Type: 
 

 
 

Stage Text 1: The Logging Debate 

 There is an increasing amount of debate as to whether rainforests in Queensland 
and Tasmania should be given over to the Forest Industry for logging and 
woodchipping. Both conservationists and representatives of the timber industry 
have put forward valid arguments to support their case. 

 One argument put forward by the timber industry concerns the usefulness of 
timber. Timber provides us with the raw materials for a great range of wood 
products.  Wood is used for housing, furniture and heating as well as for paper 
products. If the rate of logging was reduced, Australia would have to import 
expensive international timbers and building prices would increase. 

 

The economic benefits of the timber industry is another argument for logging.  
Forest industries claim that they employ 300,000 people and have contributed 
about $327 million a year to the economy. Without these industries many people 
would lose their jobs and the economy of the country would suffer greatly.   

 

Yet another argument for logging is that timber is renewable. Every tree which is taken 

from the forest can be replaced by another through replanting.  Other materials, like clay, 

plastics, concrete and steel are said to contribute to the Greenhouse effect. 

 Conservationists, on the other hand, argue that logging and woodchipping are 
destroying the forests.  The loss of trees affects the entire ecosystem of the forest, 
including the soil, vegetation and wildlife.  Trees protect the soil from erosion 
and provide habitats for many different kinds of animals.  Replanting new trees 
is not an adequate solution to this problem as they do not have the valuable 
hollows which shelter many animals. Many species of plants and animals would 
become extinct if logging is allowed to continue. 

 

In addition to their function within the forest ecosystem, trees also provide other 
benefits.  They give our polluted world fresh air and oxygen, thus allowing 
living things to breathe and assisting to reduce the Greenhouse effect.  Forests 
also give people a variety of recreational activities such as bushwalking, 
camping, bird watching, canoeing and abseiling. 

 While timber is a valuable resource, it is clear from the above arguments that the 
activities of the timber industry are placing the environment at risk and robbing 
future generations of the benefits forests provide. Logging and woodchipping in 
the forests of Tasmania and Queensland must, therefore, be stopped and 
employment in less destructive industries be provided to timber workers.  
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Appendix E  
Worksheet 6-1: The Outline of Discussion  

 

Stage Text 2 
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One 
arguments  

 

 

 

The other 
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Worksheet 6-2: Jumbled Model Text 2 “Woodchipping in Old-Growth Forests” 
 
 

Cut out the sections and arrange them in the correct order 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The total utilization of timber from a given area provides a number of advantages. It significantly lowers unit 
costs, introduces a new product, woodchips, to the local economy and utilizes sawmill wastes, which were 
formerly burnt, as a further source of woodchips. 

 
The provincial forest services argued that clearcutting facilitated forest regeneration in the same way that 
wildfires do. In contrast to wildfires, which destroy everything in their path, clearcutting is also much less 
destructive of forest fauna. / The development of access roads and the increased financial resources generated 
as a result of woodchipping also permit the forest services to provide better management of their forests. 
Access roads which must be built to clearcutting coupes also serve as firebreaks while increased funding 
enables the fire services to employ more personnel to detect forest fires. / In addition, the industry provides 
employment for workers in the logging and processing industries / and stimulates to growth of tourism by 
opening up previously inaccessible areas. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
The situation in British Columbia presents a clear example of the tensions which develop when the economic 
interests of developers are diametrically opposed to those of conservationists. While short-term economic 
benefits provide a tempting solution to politicians faced with a slump in export earnings, there is no guarantee 
that the economic gains can provide a sustainable means of development. On the other hand, it is certain that a 
resource-virgin wilderness-whose value cannot be calculated in merely monetary terms will be irreparably 
damaged. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
In July 1990 the provincial government of British Columbia passed a law permitting woodchipping operations 
in the old-growth hardwood forests of the province’s north-west. Designed to boost the local economy and 
provide a cheap source of paper, the woodchipping operations created a storm of controversy 
 
In a woodchip program most or all of the trees in a small, selected area or ‘coupe’ are felled in an operation 
known as clearcutting, Larger trees, suitable for the production of sawn timber, are taken to sawmills, while 
smaller trees and branches are taken to chip mills to be made into chips for pulping. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Opponents of the woodchipping operations argued that the flora and fauna of the forests would suffer 
irreparable damage as a result of the woodchipping itself and the construction of roads. They claimed that the 
clearcutting would lead to soil erosion, increased salinity, siltation and the eutrophication of adjacent 
waterways. Unique species including the black-fringed owl, now found only in the area, risked extinction with 
a consequent loss of genetic diversity. 

 

The Conservation Society of British Columbia further argued that the exploitation of the limited remaining 
virgin reserves for short-term benefits also represented poor economic judgment. Returns on the large capital 
investment required to build the new roads, construct a woodchip mill and purchase the heavy machinery 
required for felling were largely geared to an overseas market, as 85 per cent of woodchip products were bound 
for export. Fluctuations in the rate of overseas demand could not, therefore, guarantee long-term returns on 
investment. If, as a result of prevailing economic conditions beyond the industry’s control, these sales were lost, 
this would results in wide-scale unemployment and large debts for the contractor companies who had invested 
in plant and machinery. 

 

Finally, in response to the suggestion that a tourist boom would take place as a consequence of infrastructure 
developments, conservationists claimed that the visual impact of clearcutting was unlikely to attract holiday-
makers to the region. When the timber trucks moved in to start logging. Violent clashes developed between the 
loggers and protesters, necessitating the presence of large number of federal and provincial police. In an 
attempt to prevent further conflict, the provincial government placed a moratorium on logging until a 
commission of enquiry released its findings in the summer of 1991. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Appendix F: Language Features of Text 1 
 

Text 1 Annotation 

There is an increasing amount of debate as to whether rainforests in 
Queensland and Tasmania should be given over to the Forest Industry 
for logging and woodchipping. Both conservationists and 
representatives of the timber industry have put forward valid 
arguments to support their case. 

 

 

One argument put forward by the timber industry concerns the 
usefulness of timber. Timber provides us with the raw materials for a 
great range of wood products.  Wood is used for housing, furniture 
and heating as well as for paper products. If the rate of logging was 
reduced, Australia would have to import expensive international 
timbers and building prices would increase. 

 

The economic benefits of the timber industry is another argument for 
logging.  Forest industries claim that they employ 300,000 people and 
have contributed about $327 million a year to the economy. Without 
these industries many people would lose their jobs and the economy 
of the country would suffer greatly.   

 

Yet another argument for logging is that timber is renewable. Every 

tree which is taken from the forest can be replaced by another through 

replanting.  Other materials, like clay, plastics, concrete and steel are 

said to contribute to the Greenhouse effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projection 

Conservationists, (comparison) on the other hand, argue that logging 
and woodchipping are destroying the forests.  The loss of trees affects 
the entire ecosystem of the forest, including the soil, vegetation and 
wildlife.  Trees protect the soil from erosion and provide habitats for 
many different kinds of animals.  Replanting new trees is not an 
adequate solution to this problem as they do not have the valuable 
hollows which shelter many animals. Many species of plants and 
animals would become extinct if logging is allowed to continue. 

 

In addition to their function within the forest ecosystem, trees 
(addition) also provide other benefits.  They give our polluted world 
fresh air and oxygen, (Cause and effect) thus allowing living things to 
breathe and assisting to reduce the Greenhouse effect.  Forests 
(addition) also give people a variety of recreational activities such as 
bushwalking, camping, bird watching, canoeing and abseiling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal conjunction 

While timber is a valuable resource, it is clear from the above 
arguments that the activities of the timber industry are placing the 
environment at risk and robbing future generations of the benefits 
forests provide. Logging and woodchipping in the forests of Tasmania 
and Queensland must, (cause and effect) therefore, be stopped and 
employment in less destructive industries be provided to timber 
workers.  
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Appendix G  

Worksheet 7: Identifying language features of Model Text 2  

Language  

Features 
Text 2 

Projection 

 

 

 

Internal conjunction 

Addition  

temporal  

cause and  

effect 

 

comparison   
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Appendix H  

Completed Worksheet 7: Identifying language features of Model Text 2  

Language  

Features 
Text 2 

Projection 

 

 

 The provincial forest services argued that clearcutting facilitated forest 
regeneration in the same way that wildfires do. 

 Opponents of the woodchipping operations argued that the flora and fauna of 
the forests would suffer irreparable damage as a result of the woodchipping 
itself and the construction of roads. 

 They claimed that the clearcutting would lead to soil erosion, increased 
salinity, siltation and the eutrophication of adjacent waterways. 

 The Conservation Society of British Columbia further argued that the 
exploitation of the limited remaining virgin reserves for short-term benefits 
also represented poor economic judgment. 

 conservationists claimed that the visual impact of clearcutting was unlikely to 
attract holiday-makers to the region. 

Internal conjunction 

Addition  clearcutting is also much less destructive of forest fauna. 

 The development of access roads and the increased financial resources 
generated as a result of woodchipping also permit the forest services to 
provide better management of their forests. 

 In addition, the industry provides employment for workers in the logging  

 The Conservation Society of British Columbia further argued that the 
exploitation of the limited remaining virgin reserves for short-term benefits 
also represented poor economic judgment. 

temporal  the industry … stimulates to growth of tourism by opening up previously 
inaccessible areas. 

 Finally, in response to the suggestion that a tourist boom would take place as a 
consequence of infrastructure developments, conservationists claimed that the 
visual impact of clearcutting was unlikely to attract holidaymakers to the 
region. 

cause and  

effect 

 Fluctuations in the rate of overseas demand could not, therefore, guarantee 
long-term returns on investment. 

 

comparison   On the other hand, it is certain that a resource-virgin wilderness-whose value 
cannot be calculated in merely monetary terms will be irreparably damaged. 

 


