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Analytical Discussion
Social Purpose
Within the context of history aDiscussion is an analytical text that puts forward and
analyses a range of arguments and evidence which present different views or
interpretations of the past. The purpose of the Analytical Discussion is to reach its
own interpretation of the past based on a careful consideration of all the available
evidence. This may involve putting forward a set of evidence which supports one
interpretation followed by another set of evidence which supports a different
interpretation. Further evidence and additional interpretations or perspectives may
also be considered. Alternatively, a writer may put forward an argument and the
evidence that supports it and then immediately counter it by attributing a different
interpretation to the same evidence or by contrasting it with an opposing argument
and new evidence. In turn, additional arguments or perspectives may be compared
and contrasted. This pattern can continue throughout the text with the writer
consistently setting up an argument and then either critically analysing it in order to
show its strengths and/or limitations or contrasting it with alternative perspectives.
In this way the arguments that are surveyed in the Discussion are systematically
either confirmed, weakened or refuted altogether. It is only as a result of this
weighing up process that the favoured interpretation is finally proposed.

Discussions are different from Expositions in that they expand the majority of
counter evidence from a Concession into a full blown Argument Against stage. In
addition Discussions appear to be taking a more balanced, neutral approach. In fact,
their organisation emulates the investigative process whereby both primary and
secondary sources are collected and then critically evaluated in order to build an
accurate picture of the past. In other words, the Thesis/Judgement is only reached
after considering and debating all the possible sides and angles on the historical
issue. This process is very different from the Exposition text type which works in
reverse. In the Exposition, the writer presents his/her picture of the past and then
proves their case by focusing on the evidence that supports it. Thus, although
counter evidence or arguments may be acknowledged, the reader is already skewed
to consider the counter arguments in relation to the overall thesis. Thus, in
Exposition the counter argument is conceded but largely dismissed, whereas, in the
Discussion text type, alternative arguments are presented as a serious line of
refutation and are taken into account in the final weighing up of all the evidence and
arguments in order to construct a Thesis/Judgement.
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Just as in the Exposition text type, the arguments presented in a Discussion text type
are elaborated upon through reference to historical events, institutions and social
practices, often through the use of documentary evidence and other primary source
material. Historians’ judgements may also be called upon to give support to the
writer's interpretation. This is particularly common in student writing: by the senior
school years, the quoting and reporting of established historians is an expected
feature of most persuasive essays.

We can say, then, that the overall social purpose of a Discussion is to persuade
readers to accept the writer's interpretation of the past as the reasonable and logical
outcome of a careful consideration of the key evidence and arguments surrounding a
historical issue or period.

Analytical discussions used in school history writing
Analytical Discussions, like Expositions, are one of the key texts that students are
expected to have mastered by level 6. The NSW 7–10 history syllabus states that by
these years students should be able to read a variety of sources, make judgements
and construct a logical argument. They should also be able to ‘critically compare
representations of people, events and issues’ (Strand organiser: Interpretations and
Perspectives). Control of this process of historical investigation and the ability to
construct a written record of it requires control of the Analytical Discussion. As in
the case of the Analytical Exposition text type, students need to collect relevant data
in the form of a range of sources, and then to extract and shape key information in
order to produce a logical argument. The difference between the two text types lies
largely in whether the thesis or judgement is placed in first or last position and the
impact this choice has on the selection and treatment of arguments and evidence.

In both the later years of junior secondary school and the senior years, common
assessment tasks for measuring students’ historical knowledge and skills require
written Analytical Expositions and Analytical Discussions. This is because they are
texts that reveal how well students are able to follow and document an historical
investigation in order to arrive at a particular interpretation. They can also be used to
assess how well a student is able to persuade the reader that the interpretation is a
valid one. Not surprisingly, then, both Exposition and Discussion essays are key
assessment texts required by HSC exams. For this reason sophisticated control of the
Analytical Discussion text type, as well as the Exposition text type, is critical to
students' success as they move into senior secondary school and prepare for the
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Higher School Certificate. Some examples of questions that students could respond
to by writing an Analytical Discussion text type are:

It was by a common effort that the foreign (Persian)
invasion was repelled.

To what extent was the defeat of the Persians up to 479 BC
the result of united action by the Greek states?

The Athenian Agora was very much a focus of religious life
in the city. Discuss.

Assess the role of imperial women during the Julio-
Claudian period.

The 1920s was a decade of hope. Discuss.

From the sample questions above we can see that students are expected to appraise
and argue the value of a particular interpretative framework for understanding the
past, (for example, the value of interpreting the defeat of the Persians as a result of
united action by the Greek states, or the value of seeing the Athenian Agora playing
a key role as opposed to a minor role in religious life). It may also involve analysing
events from a range of perspectives (for example Was the 1920s equally a decade of
hope from the perspective of America, Germany and England and from the
perspective of different groups of people within those countries? ) To carry out such
tasks successfully students need to frame their response as either an Analytical
Exposition, Discussion or Challenge. To respond otherwise, for example to focus on
explaining the cause—effect relationship between united action by the Greek states
and the defeat of the Persians (in other words to write a Factorial Explanation) and to
omit the persuasive, argumentative dimension would result in a less highly valued
text.

As in the case of the Exposition text type, the Analytical Discussion text type may
also be used as a means to evaluate evidence.

Developing critical literacy
In terms of critical literacy the role of the Analytical Discussion in constructing an
interpretation of the past, and persuading readers to accept it as valid, is one that
students must be fully aware of if they are to become critical readers. Once students
have acquired a set of arguing tools and have developed good control of a
persuasive text, these reconstructions of the past can then be critiqued.

Stages in an Analytical Discussion
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The social purpose of a Discussion is achieved by moving through three distinct
obligatory stages. An optional stage, `Background’ may also occur prior to the Issue.
In addition, if more than two perspectives on an issue are explored, the arguments
may be labelled according to the perspective they take.

• (Background)
• Issue
• Arguments/Perspectives 1-n
• Position

Following are three sample texts (Texts 8.6, 8.7 and 8.8) which are based on essays
written by Year 10 students. Changes have been made to these essays in order to
illustrate typical features of the Analytical Discussion and to show three key ways of
arranging arguments.
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Issue

8.6

To what extent was the 1920s a decade of
Hope?

The 1920s has been called a decade of hope
– by the end of the decade the feeling of
antiwar was very high in most countries
and many treaties had been signed to
ensure that there would not be another
war. However, it can also be argued that
the twenties had a pessimistic dimension
in that they prepared the world for
depression.  Evidence which supports both
views will, therefore, need to be examined
in order to state the degree to which the
1920s can be viewed as a period of hope.
This evidence will include an examination
of antiwar feeling, the signing of various
treaties and pacts and the economic
climate.

Argument
For

One of the main forms of evidence that
indicates that the 1920s was a period of
hope was the strength of antiwar feeling.
Soon after World War I people around the
world realised just how much a disaster
the war had really been. They had
witnessed the millions of men who had died
innocently and they were affected by the
millions of dollars that had been spent on
the war. As a result, antiwar feeling
increased in most countries around the
world.

Argument
For

Partly as an outcome of antiwar feelings
many treaties were signed so that the same
mistake would not be made again. In 1925
the Locarno Pact was signed at Locarno. It
was a pact between Germany, France,
Belgium, Great Britain and Italy. In it,
Germany agreed to accept her western
frontier with France and Belgium as final
and settled. In 1926 Germany joined the
League of Nations. This was very
significant because firstly it showed that
the other nations accepted Germany as a
country and secondly it showed that
Germany was prepared to forget about the
past and cooperate with the other nations.
Generally Germany's behaviour was a signal
for the world to have hope for a peaceful
future.
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Argument
For

Further evidence for a peaceful future was
the ‘Dawes’ and ‘Young’ Plans. These plans
helped Germany greatly — especially with
her economy. Between 1924 and 1929 Germany
made the payments required by the Dawes
Plan and expanded her economy. In 1929 an
international committee headed by an
American banker, Owen Young, reduced
Germany’s reparations from 6.6 billion
pounds to 2 billion pounds to be paid off
by 1988. Not surprisingly, the plan was
welcomed by Germany.

Argument
Against

Having looked at the recovery of World War
I and the way in which the 1920s gave hope
to people, the depression, and the
pessimism that arose out of this will now
be considered.

The major piece of evidence that
challenges the definition of the 1920s as
a period of hope was the lead up to the
depression. Under the strain of the war,
the European economies had collapsed and
needed a huge boost. Therefore the USA
came to the rescue with giant loans to the
Allies. In order to make repayments to the
USA the Allies made Germany pay heavy
reparations. For Germany to do this it
relied on huge loans from the USA. The
outcome was a system that depended on the
USA: if the USA suddenly lost all its
funds then the whole ‘payback’ system
would break down and the world would
experience economic problems.

Argument
Against

Eventually the breakdown of the repayment
system occurred. In October 1929 the
American stock market collapsed. Americans
lost confidence and called in their loans
to Europe. As a result a number of
European banks collapsed which meant many
of their clients were unable to retrieve
their savings.

Argument
Against

Evidence of the despair and depression
that resulted from these losses was
plentiful: people had little to spend,
businesses were unable to sell their
goods, and production was cut. Many firms
had to close completely. As a result, the
number of unemployed rose quickly to high
levels.
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Position An analysis of the evidence above shows
that the 1920s was to some extent a decade
of hope. Antiwar feeling and a belief that
potential causes of war were being removed
were both indications of this. However, it
is also clear that the 1920s heralded the
depression. This was due to the increasing
dependence of the European countries on
the United States and the effect on these
countries of the stock market crash.

Text 8.6: Analytical Discussion – Example 1.
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Issue

8.7

To what extent was the 1920s a decade of
Hope?

The 1920s has been called a decade of hope
— by the end of the decade the feeling of
antiwar was very high in most countries,
many treaties had been signed to ensure
that there would not be another war and
there was great economic growth. However,
it can also be argued that the twenties
had a pessimistic dimension in that they
prepared the world for further conflict
and depression. Evidence which supports
both views therefore needs to be examined
in order to state the degree to which the
1920s can be viewed as a period of hope.
This evidence will include an examination
of antiwar feeling, the signing of various
treaties and pacts and the economic
climate.

Argument
For

One of the main forms of evidence that
indicates that the 1920s was a period of
hope was the strength of antiwar feeling.
Soon after World War I people around the
world realised just how much a disaster
the war had really been. They had
witnessed the millions of men who had died
innocently and they were affected by the
millions of dollars that had been spent on
the war. As a result, anti war feeling
increased in most countries around the
world.

Argument
For

Partly as an outcome of antiwar feelings
many treaties were signed so that the same
mistake would not be made again. In 1925
the Locarno Pact was signed at Locarno. It
was a pact between Germany, France,
Belgium, Great Britain and Italy. In it,
Germany agreed to accept her western
frontier with France and Belgium as final
and settled. In 1926 Germany joined the
League of Nations. This was very
significant because, firstly it showed
that the other nations accepted Germany as
a country and secondly it indicated that
Germany was prepared to forget about the
past and cooperate with the other nations.
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Argument
Against

However, even though the signing of the
Locarno Pact and Germany’s joining of the
League of Nations can be interpreted as
strong evidence for hope in a peaceful
future, these events can also be seen as
evidence of future conflict. For example,
in relation to the Locarno Pact, although
its aim was to maintain peace within
Europe, many people were aware that the
Pact would not have the power to prevent
Germany from invading another country.

Argument
Against

With regard to the establishment of the
League of Nations it can also be argued
that its goals of collective security and
international cooperation were unlikely to
be fulfilled. One reason for this was
that, among many German people, feelings
of resentment and hostility were far
stronger than a desire for cooperation and
peace. This was due to the harshness of
the Treaty of Versailles which had brought
huge reparations together with loss of
land, population and valuable industries.
As a result, German commitment to the
League and its goals was questioned by the
other countries. Another reason for
peoples’ lack of hope in the League was
America’s decision not to join. This
decision meant the League did not have the
direct support of America, a country
which, after it had displayed its power to
stop World War I, was one of the most
feared in the world. Thus, even though
Germany's behaviour in terms of signing
the Locarno  Pact and joining the League
of Nations appeared to be a signal for the
world to have hope for a peaceful future,
it can be argued that it did not
sufficiently quell many people's fear that
German resentment and hostility would
manifest itself in future conflict.
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Argument
For

The third main argument for interpreting
the 1920s as a period of hope was the
general economic growth across Europe. In
particular, the ‘Dawes’ and ‘Young’ Plans
were instrumental in assisting growth
within Germany. Between 1924 and 1929
Germany made the payments required by the
Dawes Plan and expanded her economy. In
1929 an international committee headed by
an American banker, Owen Young, reduced
Germany’s reparations from 6.6 billion
pounds to 2 billion pounds to be paid off
by 1988. Within the Allied countries,
American loans led to a significant
increase in production, trade and personal
incomes. This was strong evidence for the
1920s being viewed as a period of
optimism.

Argument
Against

On the other hand, this payback system can
also be seen as evidence of future
economic disaster. This was because, in
order for the Allies to make repayments to
the USA, they had to make Germany pay
their heavy reparations. To do this,
Germany also relied on huge loans from the
USA. The overall outcome was a payback
system that depended on the USA. Thus it
was obvious to many people that if the USA
suddenly lost all its funds the whole
‘payback’ system would break down and the
world would experience economic problems.
This did of course occur in October 1929
when the American stock market collapsed.
The results of this collapse included the
closure of many firms and businesses, a
decrease in production and a sharp
increase in the number of unemployed.
Thus, whilst at first the economic boom
may have led to hope among some people, on
closer analysis it is clear that the
inherent risk of the payback system
resulted in a cynical response from many
others.
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Position An analysis of the evidence above shows
that the 1920s were only to some extent a
decade of hope. Although anti-war feeling,
a belief that the potential causes of war
were being removed and initial economic
recovery were all indications of hope, it
is also clear from the evidence that, for
many people across Europe, this hope was,
at best, tenuous. This was due to the lack
of confidence in both the Locarno Pact and
the League of Nations. In addition, it was
obvious to many, that economic depression
was the inevitable result of the
increasing financial dependence of the
European countries on the United States of
America.

Text 8.7 Analytical Discussion – Example 2
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Background
(optional)

8.8

The main effects of World War I were
significant factors in determining
attitudes and degrees of optimism and hope
in the 1920s. There were factors which
greatly contributed to the feeling of
hopelessness at the conclusion of the
First World War, including the loss of
some ten million lives and the economic
losses of over $180 billion (Mills, 1984,
p.25). Also, the defeated countries were
ruined while the victors, apart from the
United States of America, suffered various
degrees of bankruptcy. The Allies,
particularly Britain and France, sought
revenge on Germany.

Issue In discussing the question as to what
extent the 1920s was a decade of hope, it
is necessary to examine the perspectives
of the countries of the United States of
America, Great Britain and Germany in
relation to their respective participation
in the peace settlements of World War 1,
and in relation to their foreign policies.
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Perspective
One

Firstly, from the perspective of the
United States, it can be argued that this
is reflected in their participation in the
peace settlements and in foreign affairs
in the 1920s.

In his dealings with the Allied leaders at
the Versailles Peace Conference in 1919,
from which the defeated Germany was
excluded, the American President, Wilson,
did not wish to impose heavy penalties on
Germany. He hoped that his fourteen points
for peace would be accepted by the Allies,
and that a lenient peace would help German
economic recovery and so make world peace
more secure. Despite the fact that
Wilson’s plan for the creation of the
League of Nations was accepted, Wilson was
outmanoeuvred by the Allies and the
settlement was made a great deal less
generous that he would have liked. In
addition, many Americans wanted to return
to a policy of isolation in order to avoid
future wars, and consequently Wilson’s
hopes for acceptance of the League of
Nations on the part of the United States
were destroyed when the Senate voted
against United States participation in the
League in 1920.

Under President Harding, the United States
was greatly influenced by the policy of
foreign isolationism with its refusal to
join the Court of International Justice in
1922 and in 1927 and in the heavy
restrictions imposed on the number of
immigrants entering the United States.
Fortunately, some hopes for international
peace were realised when Dawes, an
American, devised a plan whereby Germany,
with the aid of American loans, would pay
off a reduced debt by instalments, and
when the United States became further
involved in the problem of reparations in
1929 with the Young Plan setting up a
sliding scale of repayments. However,
these plans collapsed and hopes were once
more destroyed with the coming of the Wall
Street Crash in 1929. Thus it can be seen
from the evidence above that despite
America’s attempts to create peace and
stability, hope for a peaceful future
gradually faded.
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Perspective
Two

From the British perspective, it can also
be argued that although there was some
hope in the 1920s, it was also a decade of
despair and disillusionment. For example,
the British Prime Minister, Lloyd George,
only adopted two of Wilson’s fourteen
points at the Paris Peace Conference,
these points being national self-
determination and the general association
of nations. Hopes for peace were further
lost when the British government required
that the German navy should be annihilated
and the German army limited. Britain
wanted Germany to pay, forcing extremely
harsh reparations on her through the
Treaty of Versailles. In addition, the
British government’s imperialist ambitions
and activities and responses to problems
in Ireland and India brought shame and
disillusionment to many people. The affect
of these policies on the British
population are a clear signal that by the
end of the 1920s there was little hope.
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Perspective
Three

Thirdly, from the German perspective, the
terms of the Treaty of Versailles were
intolerable and quite hopeless. The
Germans felt bitter and humiliated. They
were particularly upset by the severe
territorial losses, including the losses
to Poland in the east, and Germany being
split into two by the Polish Corridor.
They also complained that the Allies were
trying to bankrupt Germany and to destroy
the Weimar Republic with the extremely
high reparation claims; that the terms of
the Treaty of Versailles were worked out
in secret and forced upon the Germans;
that all Germany’s colonies were taken
from her; and that the Germans had to
accept blame for the war and had to disarm
without any guarantee that their Allied
neighbours would do likewise (Mills, 1984,
p.23). Many Germans never forgave the
politicians who signed the peace treaty
for them, the Weimar Republic was run by
traitors. The Weimar Republic was also
beset with extreme inflation and
unemployment.

Later in the 1920s, there was the return
of some hope, short-lived and tenuous as
it was. This was in the form of aid in the
payment of reparations and in the economy
generally through the Dawes Report of 1924
and the Young Plan of 1929. Also, Germany
was permitted to join the League of
Nations in 1926, and to sign the Kellogg-
Briand Pact in 1928, this pact renouncing
war. There was also reason for some hope
with the positive response to the
publication of the antiwar novel, All
Quiet on the Western Front, written by the
German, Erich Maria Remarque. However,
with the onset of the Wall Street Crash
and the Great Depression in 1929, hopes
were once again lost for Germany.
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Position In conclusion it is clear that the extent
to which the 1920s can be characterised as
a decade of hope largely depends on the
perspective taken. Thus, from the
perspective of the United States and Great
Britain, it can be argued that although
there was some hope and optimism in the
earlier part of the 1920s, this had
largely faded by the end of the decade. In
contrast, the analysis above shows that,
from Germany’s viewpoint, there was
virtually no hope at the conclusion of
World War 1 and despite some hope as a
result of reparation payments in the
second half of the 1920s, this was short
lived; by the end of the decade there was
general disillusionment.

Text 8.8: Analytical Discussion – Example 3

The purpose of each stage
The Background stage of an Analytical Discussion is an optional stage which, where
necessary, serves to provide a context for the historical issue that is the focus of the
text.

The Issue stage of a Discussion puts forward, in summary form, two or more
possible interpretations of the past. They are the interpretations that will be analysed
in the body of the essay in order to reach a conclusion.

The function of the Arguments stage is to put forward a series of arguments and
evidence that, as a whole, will convince the reader to accept the writer's final
interpretation which will be put forward in the Position stage. Some Analytical
Discussions separate the arguments by presenting first one set of arguments that
support one perspective on the issue and then a second set of arguments which
support a different perspective on the issue. This is the case in Text 8.6. Text 8.7, on
the other hand, alternates arguments for and against. Likewise in Text 8.8 three
different perspectives are weaved together so that one argument and perspective can
be evaluated in relation to the others. This gives the writer the opportunity to
continually weigh up and evaluate, which strengthens the final Position. These
patterns are shown in Table 8.4.
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Text 8.6 Text 8.7 Text 8.8

Issue

Argument For

Argument For

Argument For

Argument Against

Argument Against

Argument Against

Position

Issue

Argument For

Argument For

Argument Against

Argument Against

Argument For

Argument Against

Position

Background

Perspective 1

Perspective 2

Perspective 3

Position

Table 8.4: Patterns of arguments in Analytical Discussions

In an Analytical Discussion text type the arguments and evidence put forward are
critically evaluated or challenged either by considering the same events from a
different perspective or angle or by presenting different events and information
which counter a particular argument or present an alternative perspective. In this
way it appears the issue is being explored from a neutral or disinterested position.
However, generally, the writer is subtly weighting the arguments and evidence to
direct the reader towards the final Position that has already been decided upon. For
this reason the arguments and counter arguments are not necessarily equal. In
addition, the ordering patterns may play a key role, for example whether the
arguments for or against are placed in first, or Theme position in the text.

In terms of the evidence that is used to inform the arguments, typically it comprises
condensed Historical Recounts or Accounts, Reports and Explanations.

The Position stage is the point at which the final interpretation is put forward. It is
presented as the logical outcome of the canvassing and critical evaluation of a range
of arguments and evidence that took place in the body of the essay. The success or
failure of the writer in persuading the reader to agree with the Position depends, of
course, upon the relative weight of evidence and arguing strategies used to support



© Metropolitan East DSP- Chapter Eight (Discussion) draft only March 15, 2004
Page 18

the alternative perspectives. In the Position stage the main arguments are often
picked up and summarised before a final judgement or thesis is made. In a two sided
Discussion, the thesis may totally support one or other side or arrive at a point
between the two poles. Likewise, in a multisided Discussion, one or more
perspectives may be favoured over the rest. Alternatively each perspective may be
seen as a relative `truth’.

Amplification is a typical part of this stage. It functions to show the degree to which
a thesis and evidence holds true, for example:

an analysis of the evidence above shows that the 1920s
were only, to some extent, a decade of hope

How the Context of Situation aaffects the language choices?
Field and language choice: Building a picture of the world
In Texts 8.6, 8.7 and 8.8 the Field is the same set of historical events as in the
Exposition text type we examined in the first section of this chapter. It is, therefore, a
typical historical text that constructs the past in terms of change and continuity as
well as presenting causal links between events.

The language resources in the sample Discussion texts which construct a largely
abstract world of specialised legal and bureaucratic processes in which people are
largely erased, are the same as those described in the section on the Exposition text
type (namely, Specialised terms and Participants realised by abstract nouns and
Nominalisation).

Likewise, the resources for constructing time, change and continuity, as well as
causality are the same as those described for the Exposition.

Tenor and language: How the writer relates to the reader
In an Analytical Discussion a range of arguments and evidence is included in order
to give the impression that Discussions weigh up evidence in a rational, balanced
way before passing a judgement. These arguments and evidence are evaluated
throughout the essay in order to steer the reader towards the final interpretation that
is presented in the Position stage. Thus some arguments are given more weight than
others. Control over resources for both strengthening and weakening arguments is
critical if students are to successfully persuade their readers to agree with their
particular point of view. As in the Exposition text type, other persuasive strategies
include making assessments and maintaining an ‘objective’ voice.



© Metropolitan East DSP- Chapter Eight (Discussion) draft only March 15, 2004
Page 19

It is this use of various types of persuasive strategies at both the level of text and the
level of clause that distinguishes Discussions, together with Expositions and
Challenges from other types of historical writing.
In order to persuade the reader to agree with a point of view, the writer must include
evidence to support the arguments that are made. We have already stated that
evidence in history largely consists of events, social practices and institutions. This
information is gathered from a variety of sources, both primary and secondary.
Relevant data is then selected and incorporated into a persuading text. This
integration is achieved through the use of a variety of language resources. In this
section we look at how condensed or ‘mini’ text types can rework the data collected
into the arguments stage of a Discussion. Information that is integrated in this way
may be attributed to a particular source and explicitly referencedand we look at why
and how sources are acknowledged in our description of the Challenge text type
which follows. In this section our focus is on how the evidence is packaged as a
condensed text type, such as an Historical Recount or Account, a Report or an
Explanation.

Packaging evidence as a ‘mini’-Historical Recount/Account
In history a common form of evidence is to recount a series of events as they
unfolded over time. Causal links between these events may also be made explicit. In
addition, the final section of a `for’ or ‘against’ argument may act as a deduction,
drawing out the significance of the events that were recorded. In short, a ‘mini-
Historical Recount or Account can be drawn on as powerful support for an
argument. Here are some examples taken from the sample texts:
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Argument
For

Partly as an outcome of antiwar
feelings many treaties were signed so
that the same mistake would not be
made again. In 1925 the Locarno Pact
was signed at Locarno. It was a pact
between Germany, France, Belgium,
Great Britain and Italy. In it,
Germany agreed to accept her western
frontier with France and Belgium as
final and settled. In 1926 Germany
joined the League of Nations. This was
very significant because firstly it
showed that the other nations accepted
Germany as a country and secondly it
showed that Germany was prepared to
forget about the past and cooperate
with the other nations. Generally
Germany's behaviour was a signal for
the world to have hope for a peaceful
future.

Event 1

Event 2

Deduction

Example 1: Historical Recount (from  Text 8.6)

Argument
For

The third main argument for
interpreting the 1920s as a period of
hope was the general economic growth
across Europe. In particular, the
‘Dawes’ and ‘Young’ Plans were
instrumental in assisting growth
within Germany. Between 1924 and 1929
Germany made the payments required by
the Dawes Plan and expanded her
economy. In 1929 an international
committee headed by an American
banker, Owen Young, reduced Germany's
reparations from 6.6 billion pounds to
2 billion pounds to be paid off by
1988. Within the Allied countries,
American loans led to a significant
increase in production, trade and
personal incomes. This was strong
evidence for the 1920s being viewed as
a period of optimism.

Event 1

Event 2

Event 3

Deduction

Example 2: Historical Recount (from Text 8.7)
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A time line may be used not only as evidence for a single argument but may run
through two or more arguments as illustrated in Example 3 . This elasticity, whereby
a time line may be compressed to serve at the level of an argument or may be
expanded to serve at the level of an entire text, makes it a powerful form of evidence.
This is largely because events on a time line are difficult to dispute. They are seen as
an uncontroversial record of the past and accepted as factual, unbiased history.
However, as we have seen in Chapter Five, Chronicling History it is the process of
selection, construction and deduction which enables Recounts and Accounts to
position the reader. In example 3 cause and effect links are in bold.

Argument
For

One of the main forms of evidence that
indicates that the 1920s was a period
of hope was the strength of antiwar
feeling. Soon after World War I people
around the world realised just how
much a disaster the war had really
been. They had witnessed the millions
of men who had died innocently and
they were affected by the millions of
dollars that had been spent on the
war. As a result,anti war feeling
increased in most countries around the
world.

Account
Sequence

Event 1

Event 2

Argument
For

Partly as an outcome of antiwar
feelings many treaties were signed so
that the same mistake would not be
made again. In 1925 the Locarno Pact
was signed at Locarno. It was a pact
between Germany, France, Belgium,
Great Britain and Italy. In it,
Germany agreed to accept her western
frontier with France and Belgium as
final and settled. In 1926 Germany
joined the League of Nations. This was
very significant because firstly it
showed that the other nations accepted
Germany as a country and secondly it
showed that Germany was prepared to
forget about the past and cooperate
with the other nations. Generally
Germany’s behaviour was a signal for
the world to have hope for a peaceful
future.

Event 3

Event 4
Deduction

Example 3: Historical Account (from Text 8.6)
(cause and effect links are in bold)

Packaging evidence as a ‘mini’Factorial or Consequential Explanation
Factorial and Consequential Explanations frequently appear in a condensed form to
support an argument. In the example below from Text 8.7 the outcome is put
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forward as a hypothesis and reasons or factors are used to strengthen and make
reasonable the hypothesised outcome.

Argument
Against

With regard to the establishment of the
League of Nations it can also be argued
that its goals of collective security
and international cooperation were
unlikely to be fulfilled. One reason
for this was that, among many German
people, feelings of resentment and
hostility were far stronger than a
desire for cooperation and peace. This
was due to the harshness of the Treaty
of Versailles which had brought huge
reparations together with loss of land,
population and valuable industries. As
a result, German commitment to the
League and its goals was questioned by
the other countries. Another reason for
people’s lack of hope in the League was
America's decision not to join. This
decision meant the League did not have
the direct support of America, a
country which, after it had displayed
its power to stop World War I, was one
of the most feared in the world. Thus,
even though Germany's behaviour in
terms of signing the Locarno Pact and
joining the League of Nations appeared
to be a signal for the world to have
hope for a peaceful future, it can be
argued that it did not sufficiently
quell many people's fear that German
resentment and hostility would manifest
itself in future conflict.

Outcome

Factor 1

Factor 2

Packaging evidence as a ‘mini’- Report
Although Reports are commonly used as a way of packaging evidence in the
Discussion and Exposition text types, our sample texts rely more on Recounts,
Accounts and Explanations as support for their arguments.

Weakening evidence   the role of Dependent clauses
As we have already noted in the section on Exposition text type, one resource that
can be used to diminish or qualify the power of evidence is to construct it as a
Dependent clause. In a Discussion text type this is a resource that may be used to
weight the evidence discussed in the main body of the essay in a way that will match
the final thesis. Typically, in a Discussion text type, evidence is referred to in this
way after it has already been introduced and elaborated. That is, it is only weakened
in a Dependent clause as a means of summarising it and bringing it into relationship
with another contrasting argument. For example, in Text 8.6, Germany's signing of
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the Locarno Pact and joining of the League of Nations is at first put forward as
evidence that the 1920s were a decade of hope. After being challenged through
counter evidence, this position is then re-evaluated:

Thus, even though Germany's behaviour in terms of signing
the Locarno Pact and joining the League of Nations
appeared to be a signal for the world to have hope for a
peaceful future, it can be argued that it did not
sufficiently quell many people's fear that German
resentment and hostility would manifest itself in future
conflict.

This pattern is repeated with regard to the third main argument – economic growth :

Thus, whilst at first the economic boom may have led to
hope among some people, on closer analysis it is clear
that the inherent risk of the payback system resulted in a
cynical response from many others.

In the final Position stage, the arguments for the 1920s being a period of hope are
summarised and constructed as a dependent clause. In this way they are weakened:

Although antiwar feeling, a belief that the potential
causes of war were being removed and initial economic
recovery were all indications of hope, it is also clear
from the evidence that, for many people across Europe,
this hope was, at best, tenuous.

Weakening and strengthening evidence – the role of making deductions
As we have already noted above, Recounts and Accounts are a typical means of
providing support for arguments. We have also seen that, as part of the
Recount/Account, the optional stage of Deduction may be included. Typically this
Deduction, whereby the significance of the events that were recorded is drawn out,
occurs in the final stage of a section — the Section Review. In both Exposition and
Discussion essays this Deduction stage plays an important role in weighing up
evidence and in ‘proving’ the argument put forward and thus, in turn, ‘proving’ the
thesis. In Discussion essays that alternate different points of view on an issue, it
plays a particularly important role in preparing the reader for the final Position. This
is because it serves to synthesise and weigh up different sides of an issue at different
points in the essay. This places less pressure on the Position stage to gather together
and weigh up evidence from the whole text. Deductions may follow a ‘mini’-
Recount, Account, Report or Explanation. Here are some examples:
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Record of
Events

Deduction

Partly as an outcome of antiwar feelings
many treaties were signed so that the same
mistake would not be made again. In 1925
the ‘Locarno Pact’ was signed at Locarno.
It was a pact between Germany, France,
Belgium, Great Britain and Italy. In it,
Germany agreed to accept her western
frontier with France and Belgium as final
and settled. In 1926 Germany joined the
League of Nations. This was very
significant because, firstly it showed
that the other nations accepted Germany as
a country and secondly it indicated that
Germany was prepared to forget about the
past and cooperate with the other nations.

Paragraph 3 from Text 8.7

Outcome

Factors

Deduction

With regard to the establishment of the League
of Nations it can also be argued that its
goals of collective security and international
cooperation were unlikely to be fulfilled. One
reason for this was that, among many German
people, feelings of resentment and hostility
were far stronger than a desire for
cooperation and peace. This was due to the
harshness of the Treaty of Versailles which
had brought huge reparations together with
loss of land, population and valuable
industries. As a result, German commitment to
the League and its goals was questioned by the
other countries. Another reason for peoples’
lack of hope in the League was America’s
decision not to join. This decision meant the
league did not have the direct support of
America, a country which, after it had
displayed its power to stop World War I, was
one of the most feared in the world. Thus,
even though Germany's behaviour in terms of
signing the Locarno  Pact and joining the
League of Nations appeared to be a signal for
the world to have hope for a peaceful future,
it can be argued that it did not sufficiently
quell many people's fear that German
resentment and hostility would manifest itself
in future conflict.

Paragraph 5- From Text 8.7

Deductions may be used to strengthen or weaken an argument. This is an important
persuasive strategy — deductions linked to arguments that counteract the Position
in a Discussion need to be weakened. Deductions linked to arguments that support
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the thesis, on the other hand, need to be strengthened. Two of the language
resources used to make the deduction more, or less, convincing are choice of Process
and Appraisal, particularly Modality and Valuation.

In the example below the deduction made is that Germany's behaviour (with regard
to signing pacts and joining the League of Nations) is ‘very significant’. The choice of
the intensifier ‘very’ does, of course, strengthen the Attribute and therefore the
deduction. Intensifiers such as ‘quite’ (as in quite significant) or an absence of
intensifiers would have coloured the deduction very differently. Likewise, the choice
of Process in elaborating the significance of the deduction contributes to its strength
or weakness. For instance, in the example below, whilst ‘showed’ is fairly neutral we
can say that there is an element of tentativeness in the Process ‘indicated’.

This was very significant because, firstly it showed that
the other nations accepted Germany as a country and
secondly it indicated that Germany was prepared to forget
about the past and cooperate with the other nations.

Figure 8.1 shows how the Processes that are typically used in the construction of
deductions may be placed along a continuum from weaker to stronger.

Weaker Stronger
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
indicate signal demonstrate prove
suggest sign show

Figure 8.1:  Continuum of Processes

Modality is another device for grading a deduction. In the following example the
choice of ‘appeared to be’ casts doubt on a deduction made earlier in the text.

Deduction made
earlier in the
text

This was very significant because, firstly
it showed that the other nations accepted
Germany as a country and secondly it
indicated that Germany was prepared to
forget about the past and cooperate with the
other nations.

Thus, even though Germany’s behaviour in
terms of signing the Locarno Pact and
joining the League of Nations appeared to be
a signal for the world to have hope for a
peaceful future, it can be argued that it
did not sufficiently quell many peoples’
fear that German resentment and hostility
would manifest itself in future conflict.
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This extract above also illustrates the turning of a Process of deduction into a Thing
in this case a ‘signal’. A Thing can, of course, be described. Often choices are made
from the Valuation system. For example a ‘clear signal’, a ‘good sign’.

In the sample deductions above the source of the deductions is the historical event
itself. There are no references to the writer or other historians as the interpreters of
the events. This process of naturalising the interpretive process has already been
discussed in the section on Analytical Exposition.

Apart from being directly linked to historical events, deductions may also be
attributed to established historians. As we will see in the sections on the role of
quoting, reporting and acknowledging in the Challenge Ttext type discussion,
deductions made by historians which are integrated into a text to form part of an
argument or act as evidence to support the argument may be strengthened or
weakened (or more or less ‘endorsed’).

Making assessments
If we look at the pattern of Modality in sample Text 8.6 we can see how it is similar
to that displayed in the sample Exposition (Text 8.1). That is, all of the arguments
that are called upon to support the overall thesis are presented in absolute terms.
Only the thesis draws attention to the interpretive process:

However, it can also be argued that the twenties had a
pessimistic dimension

Evidence which supports both views will, therefore, need
to be examined in order to state the degree to which the
1920s can be viewed as a period of hope

In Texts 8.7 and 8.8, however, the distribution of Modality is quite different. Most of
the arguments put forward to counter previous evidence draw attention to the fact
that events can be interpreted in different ways.  In other words, deductions can be
challenged. Here are some examples from Text 8.7.

…even though signing the Locarno Pact and Germany's
joining the League of Nations can be interpreted as strong
evidence for hope in a peaceful future, these events can
also be seen as evidence of future conflict.

With regard to the establishment of the League of Nations
it can also be argued that its goals of collective
security and international cooperation were unlikely to be
fulfilled.
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Thus, even though Germany's behaviour in terms of signing
the Locarno Pact and joining the League of Nations
appeared to be a signal for the world to have hope for a
peaceful future, it can be argued that it did not
sufficiently quell many people's fear that German
resentment and hostility would manifest itself in future
conflict.

On the other hand, this payback system can also be seen as
evidence of future economic disaster.

Thus, whilst at first the economic boom may have led to
hope among some people, on closer analysis it is clear
that the inherent risk of the payback system resulted in a
cynical response from many others.

Constructing an ‘objective’ voice
As in the case of the Exposition text type the authorial voice of an Analytical
Discussion text type is generally unobtrusive with the writer making very little
explicit appraisal that can be directly attributed to him or her.  For a full discussion
of language resources used to construct a seemingly neutral, unbiased voice, see the
sections on ‘Tokens of Appraisal’ in Chapter Four — Interpretations and Perspectives.

Mode and language choice: Organising the text
Analytical Discussions tend not to organise historical events and issues along a time
line. Just as reasons and factors are the pegs on which information is hung in
Explanation text types, arguments and evidence are the organising principles in the
persuading text types. In a Discussion text type, arguments and evidence are made
cohesive through the use of Theme (Text and Section Previews and clause level
Theme) as well as Text sequencing words.

Text Preview/Macro theme
In the Issue stage of the sample Texts 8.6, 8.7 and 8.8 , there is a section that
foreshadows the order and type of arguments or evidence that will be elaborated
upon. This use of a Text Preview is common in the Discussion text type. In the
Arguments stage of the text, each of the arguments listed in the Text Preview become
Section Previews. This relationship between Text and Section Previews helps to bind
the text together. Table 8.6, based on Text 8.7, illustrates the relationship between the
parts of the text.



© Metropolitan East DSP- Chapter Eight (Discussion) draft only March 15, 2004
Page 28

See photocopy No 25 Draw in arrows!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Table 8.6:  Relationship between Text and Section Previews

Text Preview This evidence will include an examination of antiwar
feeling, the signing of various treaties and pacts and the
economic climate.

Paragraph 2
Section Preview

One of the main forms of evidence that indicates that the
1920s was a period of hope was the strength of antiwar
feeling.

Paragraph 3
Section Preview

Partly as an outcome of antiwar feelings many treaties
were signed so that the same mistake would not be made
again.

Paragraph 4
Section Preview

However, even though the signing of the Locarno Pact and
Germany’s joining of the League of Nations can be
interpreted as strong evidence for hope in a peaceful
future, these events can also be seen as evidence of future
conflict.

Paragraph 5
Section Preview

With regard to the establishment of the League of Nations
it can also be argued that its goals of collective security and
international cooperation were unlikely to be fulfilled.

Paragraph 6
Section Preview

The third main argument for interpreting the 1920s as a
period of hope was the general economic growth across
Europe.

Paragraph 7
Section Preview

On the other hand, this payback system can also be seen as
evidence of future economic disaster.

Text sequencing words and text comparing words
The sample Discussion texts use typical text sequencing words which are placed in
first (or Theme) position in many of the Section Previews. In addition, in a
Discussion text type where a writer juxtaposes different versions of, or perspectives
on, the past (as in Texts 8.7 and 8.8), cohesion and relations between ideas are built
up not just through a temporal ordering of arguments but through words which
express relationships of comparison. The table below shows how these two types of
relations are constructed:
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Table 8.7: Sequencing and comparison relations

Paragraph 3 Partly as an outcome of antiwar feelings
many treaties were signed so that the same
mistake would not be made again.

Paragraph 4
Text comparison

However, even though the signing of the
Locarno Pact and Germany's joining of the
League of Nations can be interpreted as
strong evidence for hope in a peaceful
future, these events can also be seen as
evidence of future conflict.

Paragraph 5
Text comparison

With regard to the establishment of the
League of Nations it can also be argued that
its goals of collective security and
international cooperation were unlikely to
be fulfilled.

Paragraph 6
Text sequencing

The third main argument for interpreting the
1920s as a period of hope was the general
economic growth across Europe.

Paragraph 7
Text comparison

On the other hand, this payback system can
also be seen as evidence of future economic
disaster.

Section Previews
In the section on paragraph organisation in Consequential Explanations we saw how
there is a movement from general to specific information. In other words, the
starting point for a paragraph or section — the Section Preview — is usually more
dense and more abstract than the elaboration of the specific causes and
consequences. The means for constructing generalised, abstract consequences was
Nominalisation and complex Nominal groups (in the sample Consequential
Explanation we saw how a number of smaller consequences were bundled together
into one Nominal group to form a general consequence). In persuasive text types,
Nominalisation and complex Nominal groups are drawn on for the same reason; that
is, as a resource for condensing and generalising. Table 8.8 shows examples of this
from Text 8.7. The Nominal groups are in bold. Nominalisations are in italics.
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Table 8.8: Resources for condensing and generalising

Paragraph 2
Section Preview

One of the main forms of evidence that
indicates that the 1920s was a period of
hope was the strength of antiwar feeling.

Paragraph 3
Section Preview

Partly as an outcome of antiwar feelings
many treaties were signed so that the same
mistake would not be made again.

Paragraph 4
Section Preview

However, even though the signing of the
Locarno Pact and Germany’s joining of the
League of Nations can be interpreted as
strong evidence for hope in a peaceful
future, these events can also be seen as
evidence of future conflict.

Paragraph 5
Section preview

With regard to the establishment of the
League of Nations it can also be argued that
its goals of collective security and
international cooperation were unlikely to
be fulfilled. .

Paragraph 6
Section Preview

The third main argument for interpreting the
1920s as a period of hope was the general
economic growth across Europe.

Paragraph 7
Section Preview

On the other hand, this payback system can
also be seen as evidence of future economic
disaster.

As can be seen from Table 8.8, the clause structure of the Section Preview is often
quite simple with two Nominal groups being linked together through either a
Relational (‘being’ or ‘having’) Process or a Mental Process (such as seeing or
interpreting). These Processes function to relate the general argument of the text to
the specific arguments of the section. For example:

One of the main forms of evidence that indicates that the
1920s was a period of hope was the strength of antiwar
feeling.

main argumentspecific argument

The third main argument for interpreting the 1920s as a
period of hope was the general economic growth across
Europe.

main argumenteconomic argument
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Section Reviews
Another important resource for organising information within Analytical Discussion
text types is the Section Review. While Previews function as starting points for the
message, Section Reviews function to bring each argument to an ending. They are
used after all the evidence has been elaborated and, in a persuading text type,
function to make a logical deduction or conclusion. A Section Review is a very useful
tool for guiding the reader towards accepting a point of view. In an Analytical
Discussion essay which presents a range of points of view, it is particularly critical in
that it is able to review and evaluate alternative perspectives at different stages
throughout the text and make a judgement which will be used as a basis for the final
Position. Again, complex Nominal groups and Nominalisation are key resources in
constructing a Section Review.

Table 8.9 uses examples from Text 8.6 to examine Section Reveiws. The Nominal
groups are in bold. Nominalisations are in italics.

Table 8.9:  Examples of Section Reviews

Paragraph 3
Section Review

This was very significant because, firstly,
it showed that the other nations accepted
Germany as a country and secondly it
indicated that Germany was prepared to
forget about the past and cooperate with
the other nations.

Paragraph 5
Section Review

Thus, even though Germany’s behaviour in
terms of signing the Locarno Pact and
joining the League of Nations appeared to
be a signal for the world to have hope for
a peaceful future, it can be argued that it
did not sufficiently quell many people's
fear that German resentment and hostility
would manifest itself in future conflict.

Paragraph 6
Section Review

This was strong evidence for the 1920s
being viewed as a period of optimism.

Paragraph 7
Section Review

Thus, whilst at first the economic boom may
have led to hope among some people, on
closer analysis it is clear that the
inherent risk of the payback system
resulted in a cynical response from many
others.
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Analytical discussions in a writing pathway in junior secondary
school history?
As already discussed in the section on the Exposition text type, learning to control
any one of the persuading text types requires the skilful choice and use of a range of
language resources.

Analytical Discussions in reading history
In junior secondary school history textbooks, persuading text types are not
commonly found. This is because contemporary textbook writers are reluctant to
directly argue the case for a particular version of the past. The expectation is that
students will form their own interpretations based on the raw data and basic
narrative that the textbooks provide. For this reason, competing theories or
alternative interpretations of the past are put forward and students are expected to
reach their own position as to which is the most reliable ‘version’.  Text 8.9 is an
example.
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Issue

Perspective 1.

Perspective 2

8.9

Source: Five Modern Theories
After examining the evidence, historians developed different
theories about the settlement of New South Wales. Five of
these modern theories are those of Dallas, Crawford, Blainey,
Frost and Rasmussen.

Crawford
R.M. Crawford believes, along with the historians Shaw, Clark
and many others, that the major reason for settling New South
Wales was as a ‘dumping ground’ for British convicts. All
other reasons were simply added to support the choice of
Botany Bay.

Dallas
K.M. Dallas claims that the British Government was not really
interested in Botany Bay as a penal colony. He argues that the
convict problem could have been solved more cheaply by
sending convicts to a place closer to Britain.

Dallas believed that the British really settled Botany Bay:

• as a port for ships trading with Asia, Africa, America
and in the Pacific. Crews could rest, restock and
repair ships at Botany Bay

• as a port for a safer journey to the Far East, Pacific
Ocean and the Americas, instead of going through the
Dutch East Indies

• to keep other countries, including France, Holland
and Spain, out of New South Wales

Dallas believes that convicts were sent to New South Wales to
develop a port, not to establish a penal colony.
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Perspective 3

Perspective 4

Perspective 5

Blainey
Geoffrey Blainey believes that there were two reasons for
settling Botany Bay:

• to solve the British convict problem

• to gain the timber and flax of Norfolk Island. The
pines of Norfolk Island were suitable for ship’s masts,
and the flax was needed for rope and sail making.

Frost
Allen Frost argues that Botany Bay was settled for military
reasons:

• the French were moving into the Pacific area, and war
between Britain and France was possible

• the French might settle New South Wales themselves
and this could give them a military advantage over
Britain

• Botany Bay could be used to store military and food
supplies for British naval shipping

• Botany Bay could be used as a station where ships
could be repaired using Norfolk pine and flax

Rasmussen
Carolyn Rasmussen argues that the most important reason for
settling New South Wales was the desire to expand the British
Empire and earn new wealth for Britain. The convicts could
provide cheap labour to develop the new colony and their
transportation would, at the same time, ease the convict
problem in Britain.

Text  8.9: Exploration text  type from J. Lawrence, J. Eshuys and V. Guest (1991) Dreamtime to
Nation, Macmillan, Crows Nest, NSW: 79-80

Overview of Analytical Discussion

Social purpose persuading the reader to adopt a
particular point of view on an issue
by discussing two or more points of
view

Role in school history increasingly important in Year 10 as
persuading text types are one of the
main forms of assessment at HSC
level.
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Staging Key language resources Examples from sample Text
(Text 8.7)

Background Nominalisation of time The 1920s has been called
a decade of hope

Issue Modality

Explicit Judgement

Abstract Participants

Text Preview (Nominal
group and
Nominalisation)

It can also be argued that
the twenties had a

pessimistic dimension

This evidence includes…

This evidence will include
an examination of antiwar
feeling, the signing of
various treaties and pacts
and the economic climate.

Arguments
for and
Arguments
against

Construction of
arguments/evidence
through:
Polarity

Abstract Participants,
including time and cause

Dependent clauses with
concessive conjunctions

Acknowledging phrases

Deduction — Processes or
Nominalisation

Organisation of message
through:
Section Preview (text
sequencing and comparing
words)

One of the main forms of
evidence that indicates
that the 1920s was a
period of hope was the
strength of antiwar
feeling.

…the strength of antiwar
feeling.
…the 1920s was a period of
hope
One reason for this was…

Thus, even though
Germany's behaviour in
terms of signing the
Locarno Pact…

it can be argued that it
did not sufficiently quell
many people's fear…

firstly it showed that the
other nations accepted
Germany as a country…

The third main argument…
On the other hand, this
payback system…
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Position Explicit Judgement

Amplification

Valuation/Modal
Adjunct

the 1920s were only to
some extent a decade of
hope

the 1920s were only to
some extent,

it is also clear from the
evidence that…
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