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Challenge
Social Purpose
Within the context of history, a Challenge is an analytical text which argues against a
commonly held interpretation of the past. Its aim is to persuade the reader to reject the
interpretation that historians, textbook writers, examiners or others have put forward. To do
this the writer provides a series of arguments and evidence that rebut the position held.

In contrast to Analytical Discussions, Challenges do not consider a range of angles or
perspectives on an issue.  Instead, the writer focuses on evidence that counters the challenged
position and in this way builds a compelling case for a new interpretation of the past.  As in
the Exposition text type, evidence or arguments that support the interpretation that is being
refuted may be acknowledged. Overall, however, the reader is positioned to dismiss this
evidence as insufficient or in some way flawed.

Just as in the Exposition and Discussion text type, the rebuttal arguments presented in a
Challenge text type are elaborated upon through reference to historical events, institutions
and social practices — often through the use of documentary evidence and other primary
source material. Judgements made by historians and other social figures who carry status and
who have also questioned the challenged view of the past may be referred to.

We can say, then, that the overall social purpose of a Challenge is to persuade readers to
accept the writer's reinterpretation of the past. This reinterpretation is constructed as a result
of a sustained attack on the key evidence and arguments that have previously supported a
particular perspective on the past.

Challenges in school history writing
Challenges, unlike Discussions and Expositions, are generally not one of the key texts that
teachers expect students to have mastered by Year 9 or 10 of junior secondary school.
However, the NSW  7-10 history syllabus states that at level 6, students should be able to
read a variety of sources, make judgements and construct a logical argument. In addition,
they should be able to critically compare representations of people, events and issues. Whilst
a critical interrogation and comparison of primary and secondary sources could lead to either
an Analytical Exposition or Analytical Discussion text type, the Challenge text type would
also be an appropriate medium for the student to argue his or her conclusions.

It is likely that one reason for the comparative rarity of the Challenge text type in comparison
to the Exposition and Discussion is the need for an extensive command of the Field in order
to refute the given interpretation and replace it with one that might be largely viewed as
controversial. However, successful Challenges are generally highly rewarded, particularly in
the context of the Higher School Certificate. This is because they display the students' ability
to unpick constructions of the past and show how they are determined by their historical and
political context and are thus open to being reinterpreted from new perspectives. The ability
to understand how different ideological perspectives result in different interpretations of
history is regarded as one of the most sophisticated outcomes of school history.

Here are some examples of commonly held views of the past that students have challenged in
an HSC exam by writing a Challenge text type
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 From the sample questions above we can see that students are expected to appraise and argue
the value of a particular interpretative framework for understanding the past. That a student
will completely reject the framework, however, is not assumed by the examiner. Indeed, to
respond to a question by challenging the assumptions on which it rests demands a well
developed critical approach. For this reason, learning to both recognise and use the strategies
which make a Challenge convincing ensures students’ development in critical literacy.

Stages in a challenge
The social purpose of a Challenge is achieved by moving through three distinct obligatory
stages:

• Position Challenged
• Rebuttal Argument (1-n)
• Anti-thesis

Text 8.10 was chosen to illustrate the typical features of a Challenge.

Position
Challenged

8.10
In what ways has Australia developed a positive relationship
with its regional neighbour, Indonesia?

The Australian government argues that it has developed a good
relationship with Indonesia over the last twenty-five years. It argues
that its policies have led to improved political, economic and military
cooperation between the two countries, to the benefit of both.
However, the critical issue is which sections of Australian society
have cultivated these relations and with which sections of
Indonesian society and who has actually benefited.

Rebuttal
Arguments

The main argument that is used to support the position that the
relationship between Indonesia and Australia is a positive one is the
increased political cooperation between the Australian and
Indonesian governments. According to the Australian government
and others, the development of this cooperation has helped
relationships between Australian and Indonesian businesses. Both
trade between Australia and Indonesia, as well as Australian
investment in Indonesia, has increased. There are now over 200
companies in Indonesia with investments worth over 2 billion
dollars.



© Metropolitan East DSP - Chapter Eight (Challenge) draft only March 15, 2004
Page 3

This argument, however, does not take into account who benefits from the
investments in Indonesia. Benefits flow directly in the form of profits and
wages and indirectly in the form of an impact on general economic
development. Wages to Indonesian workers are very low (two to four
dollars per day). Therefore the mass of wealth generated flows to the
small group of people who own businesses. With regard to Australian
investments in Indonesia their general impact on economic development
can be varied. They can range from the quick return investments in such
areas as Coca Cola manufacture, to mining ventures as well as
enterprises in the services sector. In all cases, the majority of the
Indonesian people have no control over the manner in which these
enterprises are established or managed nor do they have the possibility of
debating whether the investments made benefit the overall economy.

In addition, the Australian people do not necessarily gain major benefits
from these investments. The profits flow to the small groups of owners.
Beyond this it is difficult to identify the degree to which the profits from
Australian investments benefit ordinary Australians. This is also the case
with regard to the profits that will flow to the various Australian companies
currently drilling for oil in the Timor Gap. These profits are made possible
by the Timor Gap Treaty which was signed by Australia in 1989. This
treaty opened up a zone of cooperation where Australian companies can
explore.

It is not only investment and trade that benefits some sections of society
and not others. The economic policies of the Australian government are
often closely related to their political policies.
These policies also need to be considered in terms of their costs,
particularly in terms of human rights abuses, rather than just their
benefits, namely economic ones.



© Metropolitan East DSP - Chapter Eight (Challenge) draft only March 15, 2004
Page 4

The issue of East Timor and the Australian political response is a good
example of the influence of economic policy on political policy. Although
some argue that the Timor Gap Treaty was economically valuable and
helped to create good relations between the government of Indonesia and
that of Australia, its impact on the East Timor people can only be
described as negative. In order that the Timor Gap Treaty be signed it
was necessary for the East Timorese to lose their freedom and their right
to self determination. This has meant that approximately 200, 000 East
Timorese have died as a result of Indonesian military offensives and
subsequent disruption of food production.

Loss of freedom for East Timor meant Australian complicity in allowing its
invasion. As James Dunn states ‘Australian intelligence agencies were
able to monitor the progress of Indonesian military preparations to assault
East Timor…and simply chose to let events take their course’. (The New
Internationalist, No. 253/March 1994). Despite condemnation of the
invasion by the United nations and Amnesty International’s systematic
documentation of the human rights abuses carried out by the Indonesian
government against the East Timorese (including frequent summary
executions, disappearances, torture, enforced sterilisation and mass
executions), the Australian government has continued to extend de jure
recognition of Indonesia’s right to rule. Only recently Keating praised
Indonesia as a ‘nation of great tolerance’.  Clearly such praise is not
based on the current daily reality that exists for many Indonesian people.
As Dr. Buyang Nasution, an Indonesian human rights lawyer, argued in
response to Keating’s comment ‘If you were in our position, people who
were oppressed, harassed, some of us were arrested unlawfully, even
tortured...at least we would expect that
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foreign governments would not praise oppressive measures.’ (Statement
made on national speaking tour to Australia, September, 1994). Instead
the Australian government’s response has been to appease the
Indonesian government. The evidence above clearly demonstrates that
the cost of the Australian government’s economically influenced political
policies has been the widespread abuse of large sections of people in
order for a few to benefit economically.

Finally, another argument that is often raised in order to support the claim
that Australia and Indonesia have developed a good relationship over the
last twenty-five years is the degree of defence cooperation that exists
between the two countries. Both the Indonesian and Australian
government claim that this cooperation helps to preserve both countries’
national security. In Indonesia, however, an analysis of the Indonesian
army shows that its role is largely one of internal policing. There has been
military involvement in suppression of labour activists, including the killing
of Marsinah, a twenty-five year old factory worker in 1993 and four people
peacefully protesting over the building of a dam in 1994. Kopassus, in
particular, is a military unit that is sent to regions of unrest and is able to
override domestic laws. It has been associated with extra-judicial
executions, disappearances and torture . Despite this, since July 1993,
Australia has run an official program of cooperation and training with
Kopassus units. Senator Robert Ray claims that this will provide Australia
with the opportunity to influence Indonesia in matters of human rights
(letter to Amnesty International, 1993). However there is no data to prove
this assertion. Evidence shows that throughout Indonesia there has been
no change in the pattern of political violence. Clearly, from the viewpoint
of many of the people ruled by the Indonesian government, such a
program of defence cooperation does more harm than good and does not
indicate improved or positive relations.

In conclusion, it can be seen that, from the perspective of many sections
of both the Australian and Indonesian populations, the last twenty-five
years can be characterised as a period in which relationships between
Australia and Indonesia have changed but in a negative rather than
positive way. A critical analysis of the economic and military arguments
generally put forward to affirm the position that the relationship between
Australia and Indonesia is a positive one, proves this.

Text 8.10: Sample Challenge text showing staging

Stages in a Challenge

The Position Challenged stage is where the interpretation which will be argued against is
outlined. It may also preview the arguments and evidence that the writer will use to refute the
interpretation.

The function of the Rebuttal Arguments stage is to put forward a series of arguments and
evidence that, as a whole, will convince the reader to accept the writer's alternative
interpretation which will be put forward in the Anti-Thesis stage. To do this, the Rebuttal
stage marshals arguments and evidence which oppose the arguments and evidence used to
support the Position Challenged. As in the case of Expositions and Discussions, the evidence
that is used to support the arguments typically comprises condensed Historical Recounts or
Accounts, Reports and Explanations.



© Metropolitan East DSP - Chapter Eight (Challenge) draft only March 15, 2004
Page 6

The Anti-Thesis stage is the point at which the final interpretation is articulated. It is
presented as the logical alternative, given the counter arguments and evidence, to the Position
Challenged.

How the Context of Situation affects language choices
Field and language choice: Building a picture of the world
In Text 8.10 the Field is the changing relationship between Australia and Indonesia. It is,
therefore, a typical historical text that constructs the past in terms of change and continuity. It
also presents causal links between events.

In this sample Challenge the world which is constructed is an abstract one in which people
are largely erased. The following language resources are critical in creating this picture.

Specialised terms
Much of the specialised vocabulary in this sample Challenge is concerned with legal,
economic, political and military processes, for example :

the Timor Gap Treaty which was signed in 1989
This treaty opened up a zone of cooperation where Australian companies can

explore
including frequent summary executions
It has been associated with extra-judicial executions
the Australian government has continued to extend de jure recognition of Indonesia’s

right to rule
disruption of food production
their right to self determination
as a result of Indonesian military offensives
Australian complicity in allowing its invasion

Participants
An example of generalised human participants is:

approximately 200,000 East Timorese have died

Most of the Participants in the sample text are non-human and abstract and form part of a
dense Nominal group in which the abstract thing is classified and qualified. This is typical of
a persuading text in the context of school history. An example is:

Kopassus, in particular, is a militaryunit that is sent to regions of unrest and is able to
override domestic laws

Determiner Classifier Thing

Many Participants are formed through Nominalisation:

An analysis of the Indonesian army shows…
Determiner Nominalised Thing Qualifier
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Time, change and continuity
Like many persuading texts within history, the sample Challenge Text 8.10, is concerned with
changes that took place over a period of time. These changes, however, are not chronicled in
a simple sequence. Instead, the relationship between Indonesia and Australia over the last
twenty-five years is contrasted with earlier relations when there was less economic and
military cooperation. Since part of the purpose of the text is to challenge how the relationship
between Indonesia and Australia can be characterised, the question is posed as to whether
these changes have been positive ones for many sections of Australian and Indonesian
society. Therefore time, the twenty-five year period, is described as ‘a period in which
relationships between Australia and Indonesia have changed but in a negative rather than
positive way’. In this text the main grammatical resources used to refer to time are
Circumstances of Time, Processes and the Nominal group. This is typical of more abstract
texts where more everyday ways of referring to time such as simple time words and
Dependent clauses of Time are less common. Here are some examples:.

 Circumstances of Time

The Australian government argues that it has developed a good relationship with Indonesia
over the last twenty-five years.

the Timor Gap Treaty which was signed in 1989

Processes

changed
developed

Nominalisation and the Nominal group

the last twenty-five years can be characterised
Determiner Classifier Thing

as a periodin which relationships between Australia and Indonesia have
Determiner Nominalised Thing qualifier

changed but in a negative rather than positive way

Causality
Challenges are concerned with using evidence to support a particular interpretation of history.
This evidence often consists of a sequence of events which serve to prove the writer's point of
view (a compressed or ‘mini’-Historical Recount). Sometimes there are causal as well as
temporal links between the events (a condensed or ‘mini’ Historical Account). These serve to
make explicit how one event is externally linked to another. Here are some examples of the
range of resources that the writer draws on to express cause and effect.

• Dependent clause of Cause

if you were in our position...

• Processes expressing cause and effect
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Loss of freedom for East Timor also meant Australian complicity in allowing its invasion

Senator Robert Ray claims that this will provide Australia with the opportunity to influence
Indonesia in matters of human rights

• Nominalisation and the Nominal group

…its impact on the East Timor people needs to be taken into account

Tenor and language choice: How the writer relates to the reader through the text
In a Challenge, a series of arguments are set up and then refuted withcounter arguments.
Typically, a deduction is drawn from each of these counter arguments in order to steer the
reader towards the final interpretation that is presented in the Anti-Thesis stage. Control over
resources for countering and weakening arguments is critical if students are to successfully
persuade their readers to agree with their alternative point of view. As in the other persuading
text types, persuasive strategies include integrating information in a way that strengthens or
weakens it, making assessments, and maintaining an ‘objective’ voice.

As in the case of Exposition and Discussion text types, data is incorporated into a Challenge
through condensing other key history text types, such as Recounts, Accounts, Reports and
Explanations.

We have already seen in our discussion of other key text types in history that information that
is integrated into a text is often attributed to a source other than the writer. Sometimes this
source is named and explicitly referenced. Resources for quoting and reporting evidence are
explored in Grammar Reference 8.2 along with acknowledging. The role of these resources in
strengthening and weakening evidence is also discussed.

Grammer Reference 8.2
Processes for quoting and reporting evidence — Processes of ‘thinking’ and
‘saying’
In Chapter 5, we identified a clause as a group of words which contained a Process
(or verb). When two or more clauses are joined together they create a clause
complex. One resource for reporting evidence is to use one clause to project or send
out a message in a second clause. In this type of clause complex the first clause is
known as a projecting clause. This clause contains a projecting Process; that is, a
Process of thinking or saying (such as ‘believe’, ‘reckon’, ‘contend’ or ‘claim’.) It is
this Process which enables us to quote or report evidence and simultaneously colour
the evidence depending on the Process chosen. The clause which contains the
reported evidence is known as the projected clause. Here are some examples. The
projecting clause is in bold and the projecting Process is in italics.

Prime Minister Keating said  ‘We should put East Timor behind us’.

Prime Minister Keating argued that East Timor should be forgotten.

In the first example,  you will have noticed that the projected clause is marked by
quotation marks. In other words what Keating said is directly quoted, word for word.
In contrast, the second example uses reported speech. That is, we are given the gist
of what Keating said rather then his direct words. In history, both projecting clauses
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that quote and projecting clauses that report, are used. Here are some more
examples taken from the sample text:

James Dunn states  ‘Australian intelligence agencies were able to monitor the progress of
Indonesian military preparations to assault East Timor…and simply chose to let events take
their course’.(The New Internationalist, No. 253 March 1994.)

As Dr. Buyang Nasution, an Indonesian human rights lawyer, argued in response to
Keating's comment ‘If you were in our position, people who were oppressed, harassed,
some of us were arrested unlawfully, even tortured...at least we would expect that foreign
governments would not praise oppressive measures.’ (Statement made on National
Speaking tour to Australia, September, 1994).

Senator Robert Ray claims that this will provide Australia with the opportunity to influence
Indonesia in matters of human rights (letter to Amnesty International, 1993).

In the examples above the quoted or reported message is attributed to an explicit
source (such as James Dunn or Paul Keating). Sometimes, however, the source
remains unacknowledged. In this case the passive voice is often used. For example:

Therefore it can be argued  that it is a compromised relationship and one that cannot be
described as positive.

Nouns for reporting evidence — Nominalised Processes of thinking or saying Like
other Processes, many projecting Processes can be turned into nouns, in other
words ‘Nominalised’. When Processes are turned into nouns, the person or
institution responsible for what is said or thought, is often erased from the text and
the information is packed very densely into fewer clauses. This makes it possible to
highlight the argument itself (as opposed to the people doing the arguing) by making
it the point of departure for a sentence or paragraph. We have already seen (in the
sections on Mode) how arguments or evidence can be used to organise a
persuading text and make it cohesive. Another function of Nominalising a Process is
the ability to add more information to it within the Nominal group. Here are some
examples. The Nominalised Process is highlighted and the Qualifier is in italics.

A further argument to support the view that Australia and Indonesia have developed
positive relations is the Timor Gap Treaty which was signed in 1989

Finally, another argument that is often raised in order to support the claim that Australia
and Indonesia have developed a good relationship over the last twenty-five years is the
degree of defence cooperation that exists between the two countries.

Other resources for reporting evidence
Other ways of referring to evidence include the use of phrases (known as
Circumstances of Angle), such as:

According to Keating, East Timor should be forgotten.

In Keating’s view East Timor should be forgotten.

Resources for putting forward, conceding or countering arguments and
evidence
Within the context of an arguing text type resources for reporting and quoting are
used to put forward, concede or counter arguments and evidence. Table 8.10 shows
how Processes and Nominalised Processes of thinking and saying can be broadly
classified in this way.
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Processes of
thinking and
saying

Nominalised
Processes of
thinking and
saying

other resources

Putting forward
an argument

say, state,
declare, point
out, affirm,
announce,
report,claim,
make a point,
argue, assert,
maintain, explain,
contend, insist,
highlight,
suggest, tell,
debate, put
forward, confirm,
describe, stress,
cite, observe,
record, write,
agree, assume,
believe, reckon,
postulate,
propose,
theorise, posit,
think, speculate,
presume, predict,

statement,
declaration,
affirmation,
announcement,
report, claim,
argument,
assertion,
explanation,
contention,
suggestion,
debate,
confirmation,
description,
citation,
observation,
record,
agreement,
assumption,
belief, proposal,
theory, opinion,
view, speculation,
prediction

from the historian,
Cassius, we learn
that…

according to
Cassius

in Dunn’s view…

Conceding an
argument

acknowledge,
admit, concede

acknowledgment,
concession

Countering an
argument

dispute, protest,
deny, question,
counter,
raises the
question

denial, question.

Table 8.10:  Resources for putting forward, conceding or countering arguments or evidence

Resources for strengthening or weakening reported and quoted evidence and
arguments
When writers quote or report evidence which may be in the form of interpretations
and deductions made by other historians we can say that some mental and verbal
Processes, and Nominalisations have connotations of various kinds. In persuading
text types these connotations can serve to strengthen or weaken the arguments. For
example, whereas the choice of ‘affirms’ strengthens or endorses the evidence, the
choice of ‘claim’ weakens the evidence. On a scale from less endorsing to more
endorsing we can place choices like ‘claim’ at the less endorsing end and choices
such as ‘affirms’ at the more endorsing end. Of course many words for quoting and
reporting do not have any connotations at all and can therefore be placed between
the two poles. Others may be endorsing or nonendorsing, depending on the context.

Table 8.11:  Choices for quoting and reporting - less endorsing to more endorsing
Valuation
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less endorsing more endorsing
claim
suggest
propose
contend
argue
in x's opinion
believe
think
reckon
assume
presume
speculate

say
report
state
declare
point out
announce
cite
note
observe
write
tell
describe
put forward
explain
make the point
postulate
propose
theorise
posit
predict
in the view of
according to

affirms
confirms
agree
concur
make clear

Valuation
Another way to strengthen or weaken evidence which is reported or quoted is to turn
the Process into a noun (Nominalisation) and then give it a particular value by
making a choice from the Valuation system (see Chapter Four for a full discussion of
Appraisal and Valuation). Table 8.12 lists some choices from the Valuation system
which are typically associated with evidence.

Table 8.12: Valuation typically associated with evidence

Positive Negative Neutral

unbiased
plausible
valid
valuable
reliable
accurate
authentic
useful
unique

biased
implausible
invalid
coloured
unreliable
inaccurate
exaggerated
limited perspective
distorted
propaganda

controversial

Resources for acknowledging — weak or strong author orientation
In Text 8.10  historians and other commentators are frequently quoted and reported
and their statements and interpretations, deductions and analysis used as a form of
evidence. The way in which these commentators are referred to varies. In the
examples below both James Dunn and Dr. Buyang Nasution are placed at the
beginning of the sentence, in Theme position. As a result there is a strong orientation
towards the author.
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As James Dunn states ‘Australian intelligence agencies were able to monitor the progress
of Indonesian military preparations to assault East Timor…and simply chose to let events
take their course.’

As Dr. Buyang Nasution, an Indonesian human rights lawyer, argued in response to
Keating’s comment ‘If you were in our position, people who were oppressed, harassed,
some of us were arrested unlawfully, even tortured…at least we would expect that foreign
governments would not praise oppressive measures.’

In contrast, the following rewritten examples show weak author orientation as the
names of the commentators are placed in brackets at the end of the quote or report.
When there is weak author orientation it is the information that the historian or
commentator has collected or recorded that is focused on rather than the source
itself.

It has been argued that ‘Australian intelligence agencies were able to monitor the progress of
Indonesian military preparations to assault East Timor...and simply chose to let events take
their course,’ (Dunn , 1994)

In response to Keating’s comment the following argument was made,’If you were in our
position, people who were oppressed, harassed, some of us were arrested unlawfully, even
tortured…at least we would expect that foreign governments would not praise oppressive
measures.’(Nasution, 1994).

In the examples above the quoted or reported message is attributed to an explicit
source. Some sources of an argument or evidence, however, as was noted earlier,
remain unacknowledged. For example:

Therefore it can be argued that it is a compromised relationship and one that cannot be
described as positive.

Resources for assessing the quoted evidence
In Text 8.10, attention is drawn to the fact that events can be interpreted in different
ways. Claims by historians and other members of the public are presented as
possibilities rather than indisputable facts. This, of course, opens them to challenge
and consequently alternative interpretations can be put forward. Here are two
examples:

In addition, the Australian people do not necessarily gain major benefits from these
investments.

Finally, another argument that is often raised in order to support the claim that Australia and
Indonesia have developed a good relationship over the last twenty-five years is the degree of
defence cooperation that exists between the two countries. Both the Indonesian and
Australian governments claim that this cooperation helps to preserve both countries’ national
security. In Indonesia, however,…

In contrast to the construction of the arguments that are being challenged, the
rebuttal arguments and deductions, which are often presented in the Section
Reviews, are presented as fact rather than a possibility. There is no Modality to
temper the deductions made:

The evidence above clearly demonstrates that the cost of the Australian government's
economically influenced political policies has been the widespread abuse of large sections
of people in order for a few to benefit economically.
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Clearly, from the viewpoint of many of the people ruled by the Indonesian government, such
a program of defence cooperation does more harm than good and does not indicate
improved or positive relations.

Constructing an ‘objective’ voice
As in the case of the Exposition and Discussion text type the authorial voice of a Challenge
text type is generally unobtrusive with the writer making very little explicit appraisal that can
be directly attributed to him or herself. For a full discussion of language resources that are
used to construct a seemingly neutral, unbiased voice see Chapter 4.
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Overview of Challenge

Social purpose arguing against a point of view
Role in school history although not expected in Years 9 and

10, a successful Challenge is a highly
valued alternative to the Exposition
and Discussion text types

Staging Key language resources Examples from sample text

Position
Challenged

Explicit Judgement

Valuation

Abstract Participants
(Nominalisation)

The Australian government argues
that it has developed a good
relationship with Indonesia…

However, the critical issue is which
sections of Australian society have
cultivated these relations…

improved economic, military and
political cooperation
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Rebuttal
Arguments

Construction of
arguments/evidence
through:

Negative Polarity

Processes for reporting and
quoting

Nominalised Processes for
reporting and quoting

Acknowledging –
strong/weak author
orientation

Deduction - Processes or
Nominalisation

Organisation of message
through:

Section Preview – text
sequencing words, complex
Nominal groups,
Nominalisation

This argument, however, does not
take into account who benefits from
the investments

As James Dunn states ‘Australian
intelligence agencies…

Finally, another argument that is often
raised…

As Dr. Buyang Nasution, an
Indonesian human rights lawyer
argued…

The evidence above clearly
demonstrates that the cost of the
Australian government’s economically
influenced political policies…

Finally, another argument that is
often raised in order to support the
claim that Australia and Indonesia
have developed a good relationship
over the last twenty-five years is the
degree of defence cooperation that
exists between the two countries.

Anti-Thesis Modality

Valuation

Text Review –
Nominalisation,
complex Nominal
groups

In conclusion, it can be seen that, from
the perspective of many sections…

…relationships between Australia and
Indonesia have changed but in a
negative rather than positive way

A critical analysis of the economic
and military arguments that are
generally put forward to affirm the
position that the relationship
between Australia and Indonesia is
a positive one, proves this.
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Challenges in reading history
In junior secondary school history textbooks there are few examples of the Challenge
text type. In the examples that do exist stages such as the Anti-Thesis may be
missing. Headings may also be included. Text 8.11 is an example:

Position
Challenged

8.11

The Image of the Convict Women

Government officials, ministers of religion and wealthy landowners
created an image of the convict women that lasted a long time.
They described convict women as being the worst types of people.
They said that the women had no morals and were mostly
prostitutes (people who offer sex in exchange for money or gifts)
and hardened criminals.

Rebuttal
Argument 1

Rebuttal
Argument 2

Rebuttal
Argument 3

Of the convicts sent to Australia, 11,083 convict women were sent
to New South Wales and 12,595 to Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania).
One in five had been involved in prostitution before being
transported. Prostitution, like theft, was usually the result of poverty.
On the convict ships, many more were probably forced into
prostitution to get small necessities or luxuries from ships’ officers
and crews. In the colonies women were outnumbered six to one by
male convicts and that situation must also have encouraged
prostitution.

In Australia most convict women were assigned to free settlers and
officers as servants. In many cases they were forced into sex by
these masters. They could complain to a magistrate, but
magistrates were part of the class of wealthy free settlers and
officers. Magistrates were more likely to blame the victim than to
accept the word of a convict.

Few convict women committed crimes in Australia. There were
more opportunities here for success without crime than in Britain. As
well, most convict women formed stable relationships. The 1814
muster (a kind of survey of the colonial population) found that most
were married or living with a man. Many did not marry because of
the high price of a marriage licence and for those who were
Catholics, there were few priests to conduct marriages.

Text 8.11: ‘The image of convict women’, from  R. Darlington and J. Hospodaryk (1993)
Understanding Australian History, Heinemann, Port Melbourne, Vic.: 94

In the case of raw data or primary sources, even though there are some examples of
Challenge texts (particularly political documents) they tend to be compressed or ‘mini’
Challenges with little elaboration of the arguments. Text 8.12 is an example of this.
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Position
Challenged

Rebuttal
argument

Evidence

8.12

The War that Can’t Be Won

The Menzies Government has made a reckless decision on
Vietnam which this nation may live to regret. It has decided to send
Australian soldiers into a savage, revolutionary war…so that
America may shelve a tiny part of her embarrassment. Searching
for friends, America has turned to her Anzus and Seato associates
in the western Pacific…It is wrong because it deliberately…runs
counter to the mounting wave of international anxiety about the
shape of the Vietnam war.

Text 8.12: ‘The War that Can’t be Won’ from the Australian 30 April 1965


